Tho word list

See the separate notes on Thd orthography. For many nouns the classifier is
specified. This is a word which precedes the noun, especially occurring between a
numeral and the noun. Because of the limitations of the font, combinations of
vowels with some times cannot be represented as composites, but have to be shown
as sequences. Examples are 'é~', 'a?'.

Thé Viethamese English

a

a co miss, aunt, father's younger sister
a sloi (=oi sloi) ba?n dirty

a ha to open (mouth)

a particle introducing direct speech
ai thich, muén to like, to want

ai ai sap sua to be about to

ai alas!

am miéng piece, slice

an dém to count

ang (ClL an) chau washbowl

ap tim to take a bath

au lay to take, take up

au (=u) u yes (to familiars or inferiors)

au 4 thé a really!

ay ho to cough

an (=nghé) cai classifier for things

ac (CL an) nguc chest, thorax

am u to cover (food) with a cloth

am ¢ vd van foolish, stupid

am ngam to hold something in the mouth
m (CL dn) am teapot, tea kettle, jug

at (:néng) mot allomorph for 'one', occurring after other

Sentence final particle implying a
question

numerals.

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’



ba (Cl. an)

ba (Cl. can)

ba

ba p'ac

béac (=ham)

ban (see kha ban)
ban givon (ban luon)
ban ting

bang

bdo (see day béo)
bdo ca

bat (Cl. an)

bau

bay

bic

bam (see nam bém)
bin

bat

bét (see mi bat)
bit lang

bt lat

bam (Cl. an)
ban

ba?u (=hua)
ba?u dan

bay (Cl. méc)
bé (Cl. tua)
béc

ben

bit

b6 (Cl. an)

vai
ba
dai, dién

ngong cudng

chat

lang

ban ghé
mong, thua
giai

béo

ch6c, mun

14, miéng, lat

cac

cau

mam

ban

dat

lc, lan
lan sau
bong choéc
mam

bay

dau

sOi tran
cham den
dé

VAac

goi

but

giéng

shoulder

Mrs, woman
stupid, mad

folly

to chop off, amputate
village
neighbours
furniture

to be thin, sparse
boy, male

to report

scab, boil

leaf, piece, slice, classifier for paper,
clothes, etc.

the various (pluraliser)
to pinch, dig in with the claws
salt fish

to shoot

to be expensive

time, turn, round

next time

suddenly

food tray

to fly

head

to have a bald forehead
black olive

goat

to carry on the shoulder
to parcel up, wrap up
to pluck, pinch

well, spring (of water)

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



boi

béng (see kém béng)

bong
bong
bong khi?n
bo

bu (=mi)

bun

boi

phong
chuyén
chuyeén lén
bu

khong

stic

buing (see p'yac bling, man bting) bting

bua

bua (Cl. tua)
buon (Cl. an)
bud?ng

byai

byoc

ca lang

ca (Cl. 1am)
ca giay (lay)

ca mudng

ca lai

ca

céac (=ki, ki céc)
cac

cai

cai cim
cam

cang

cang (ClL an)
cang (Cl. an)
cang tau

cap (see tO cap)

bot
buom budm
thang

bén

hoa

céi gi
co6 danh
co6 danh

cay goi banh

phai ldm
day, bao
gac
kiém tra
to, 1on
to 1am
dam
nhanh
chum
ham

cam

to divine

dimple

to seal, to package (letter)

to pass from place to place

to move up and down, to blister
to compensate

no, not

to rinse (mouth, bottle)

to flip with the fingers (e.g. marble)
flour

butterfly

month

side, country, group, collection

to press the seedling rice roots in with
the foot whilst trampling the weeds

flower
what?
grass for thatching
grass for thatching

type of grass whose leaves are for
wrapping a certain kind of cake

true, all very well

to tell, order (someone)

upper storey

to inspect, take a census

to be big

very big

dare (to do something) (intransitive)
branch (of a tree)

water jar

jaw, chin

chin, underneath of chin

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



cét (see p'yac cét)
cdu (see pan cau)
cau

cdy (Cl. tua)

cay

cidm (see deng cdm)
cim cung

cam

cam (Cl. dn)

cim (=diu)

can (see dudi cin)
can (Cl. dn)

cdn hai

cdn pac

cdn sau

can

cing

cép (Cl. an)
cap (CL tua)
cap hén (Cl. tua)
cap pang
cap

cat

ca’m

can

can (Cl. tua)
can can

cap (Cl. tua)
cat

cau

ca?u

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'

cai

cu

gai

ga

tinh

tim

di tu

cam

cau, loi
cam

nhau

bo, bén canh
bd bién
moi miéng

lan can

con trai
chat

la, lanh
cdm
can, gap
nguoi

ai ai

e

éch
vay

tao, ta

chin

plants of the cabbage family
to be old (of things)

to scratch

hen, chicken

to reckon

purple, violet, brown

to be a recluse, nun, spinster
to hold, clutch

sentence, message, spoken word(s)
to plant, transplant

each other

edge, rim, next to

sea shore

lip

to be neighbouring

to squeeze

to bounce the shorter stick on top of the
longer in the game of khang

trap, to trap (animals)
shellfish

cockle

oyster

to be crowded, narrow
strange, unusual, cold
to forbid

to need, urgent
person, people
everyone

frog

scale (of fish, reptile etc.)

I (familiar, superior, arrogant; second
person being mang)

nine



cay
cay kép
co

c6 (Cl. can)

coO (Cl. mac)

2

CO

co
co

co (Cl. an)

cO mu

co kha

co kheng

coc (ClL an)
coc (see sli coc)
coc (CI. 1am)
con

con

cong cay

cot
cot (ClL p'én)

co vic (=codc vac)

cong cho

céng p'o

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'

cot
trudc
danh

dit
gt
ong cu
to tién

ong vai

dirt, filth rubbed off body skin
dandruff
to boil, light (a fire)

elder brother, you (first person being
nong), I (second person being nong)

hazelnut

to hire (someone), to lose (money
through hiring someone)

tree, plant, classifier for trees, plants
to protect

neck

wrist

ankle

to be obstinate
horn (of an animal)
corner, angle

post, pillar

before (of time)

to fight, strike, beat

to hit the smaller stick out of the groove
with the larger stick, and then hit the
smaller stick in mid air in game of khang

to hug

bamboo mats

noise of moorhen, quack
beginning, origin

noise of moorhen, quack
to bend over, bend down
anus (not very polite)

to harvest

grandfather

ancestor

ancestor



cong sinh
can cong

cd nau

cd nay

cua

cu

ct hu thi
cum (Cl. an)
cum da?n (Cl. an)
cun

cung (Cl. tua)
cudi (Cl. dn)
cudi (Cl. co)
cudn

cup (CL tua)
cu quyén
cua

cun

cuo?m (Cl. mac)
chd (see chang cha)
cha cay

cha

cha

cha (CL co)
chai

chai

chan

chan

chang

chang

chang

chang cha

cong tinh
nguoi lam
ai ai

bay gio

qua chudi
cay chudi

cudn

khong phai
trai
bo

undertaking, task (of love), duty

servant

whoever

now

of, possession by
to hide, conceal

to put away

hole, grave

nape of neck

to be boiling
shrimp

banana (fruit)
banana (tree)

to roll up

frog

sovereignty

salt

night

olive

price

to pretend, imitate
two-storey plank house
to be false, fake
seedling rice

not right, not
male

to crawl

trellis

in

half (bucketful etc.)
to speak, talk

to bargain

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



chang cd

chang pay quay pay li

chang quay
chang sau
chang (=sang) (Cl. tua)
chao

chao nao

chao

chao

chao

chao chan
chat

chau

chau

chau

chau

chay

chay chi?a
chic

chim

chim nim thai
chdm

chin (Cl. dn)
chan

Chéng (=chinh)
chip

cha?m

cha?p (=chip)

cha?p diép
chap

chép can

no6i chuyén

noi xa, noi soi

noi xa
noi gan
voi

giao

chéo
tron

beo

khé khan
trugt
giau

sém

hoi

hau, dua
giong
chay gidy
biét
chdm
chét duoi
chdm
chai

that

mai
au

cham

dau, bi thuong

yéu thuong

gap
gdp nhau

to converse, chat

to speak in a roundabout way, beat
about the bush

to euphemise

to speak plainly, bluntly
elephant

to entrust

to enter and destroy
rice gruel

to mix

to twist

to be difficult

to slip, skid

to be rich

early

breath

to wait on, to hand

to plant

to carry a message

to know

to dip

to drown

to dip

bottle

to be real, genuine, true
to be or occur only then
to perch (of birds)

to dip

to hurt (intransitive) to be hurt,
wounded

to love, have compassion
to meet (someone)

to meet each other

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



cheé qua (Cl. an)
chen

chén (Cl. an)
chen (=sén)
chéng (Cl. p'én)
chi

chia (Cl. mac)
chi?a (Cl. bau)
chich

chich khic
chiéng

chiéu

chiéu co

chiéu chang
chim (=sim)
chin

chinh (Cl. puc)
chinh bay

chip (=chép)

chiu

chung tin
chung
chudi (=subi)

chuén

chip
chip niu mu
chap (CL. an)

bazy
cuu
hang
ca chua
bi dao
chién
chén
tien
chanh
giay
qua vai
gidy
ché

lap tuc
giéng
noi

truyén co

nac
tuwong
bao no

dau, bi thuong

nhat
do 1én
ching
lau

chui

mut, hon
mut ngon tay

nén

seven
to save, rescue

sort, kind

tomato

large cylindrical green squash
to fry

cup

money

picture

to trample, crush

lychee

paper

to split (wood), open (fruit)
immediately

January, first lunar month

to speak

story, legend

to speak (at some length)

to taste

lean (meat)

wall (made of compressed earth)
tell him

to hurt (intransitive) to be hurt,
wounded

tasteless
to help up
the people
to wipe

to slip through a narrow opening, to
steal (intransitive)

to suck, kiss
to suck the fingers

conical hat

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



chu

chu

chu (=su)
chung
chugng
da

dau sang
diu

diu

da

da

da (Cl. an)

da da (Cl. tua)
dai

déan

dang

dang (Cl. an)
dang mat
dang sli

dang

dang dang
dang

dao di (Cl. an)
day

dic dud?ng
dam

dam

dam

dan

dang

dang (Cl. an)

nho
nau
phai
chung
nudi
roi

dau lac

cdm
0?
chui

diu

soi
ngoai
thai, minh
thai
dang
lanh

hoi lanh
déang
Xao
dugc
yén lang
cay

den, t6i
can
ngua
sam

mui

to remember

to cook

that's right

proof, evidence, witness
to rear (animals, children)
already, to finish

peanut oil

to be careful

to plant, transplant

on, at

to insult

cloth bag for carrying a child on one's

back
camel

to be free, without charge, empty
handed

to be bald

outside, maternal

foetus, body

foetus

to be continuous

to be cold

coldish

to be worthy, deserve (good or bad)
star

to be acceptable, all right

to be silent

to transplant rice

to be black, dark (night)

straight handle of tool, knife, brush
to itch

to thunder

nose



dap

dip

dédc (=dich)
dang

dau

day

day bao
day hay
day khua
day (Cl. an)
deng

deng cim
déo

deo

deo

dét

déng

doi

dong (Cl. an)
dua

duac

duoi

cudi thang
tat

tré

trong

mau nau
t6t, dep, lanh
dep

buon khéc
buon cuoi
thang

do

ning

hoi xua
muc lén
han
thuong, tiéc
nong

lia, bo

do

hat

song, tuoi
du

trang

vai

rung

choai boi
xuong

vOi

end of the month, 30th of the month

to extinguish (light, fire)
to be young
inside

brown

good, nice, smooth, well in health, calm

pretty, lovely (things), handsome (men)

fit to cry, to be about to cry
fit to laugh, laughable

ladder

red, brown, orange

maroon (colour)

single, solitary

lonely, deserted

final particle

to be sunny

long ago

to lift up (e.g. bucket from well)
to rust

to love, regret

to be hot

to leave, put

to pour

to cut off small bits, skim, remove
to be fresh, alive

to be enough

white (of animal), albino
with

forest

to be playful, to be a playboy
bone

with

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’



dudi can
dut
dat ugt

duon (Cl. tua)

@

[
o

gid (na)
gia
gid mi
gia
gia bau
gia

gia

gia

gia tai
giac

giai han

giai
giai
giao sdo
giao hi
giao
giao
giao
giat
giau
giay
giac

giang (=lang)

giang

vGi nhau
hut
hit mau
dun

oi

bé
dung
roi
hay la
thudc
thuoc 14

che

BN

gia
ba gia
doi

cat

trai
buodn sau
lo nghi
goi, kéu
nhic
ruu, giat
nhay

va, théng
thoi

giat

gl

gio

with one another, together

to suck out

to suck blood

earthworm

hey, ah!

final particle

to break, bend

don't (negative imperative)
to have happened already

or else

medicine, herb, drug
tobacco, cigarette

to get protection, take shelter
final particle implying finality
old, old person
mother-in-law

hungry

to make an appointment (particularly
with a priest)

sand

left (as opposed to right)
to be sad, sorrowful, depressed
to worry about something
to call (for someone)

to lift

to wash, launder

to jump

and, straight, honest
only, that's all

to wash, launder

what, anything

to raise (hand), to stretch out

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a' 11



gian

giau (=lau) (Cl. mac)
gidy (=lay)

gié

gié

gié (=1€é)

gieng (=leng

gi (=)

gl gioat

~

giet
giét

giét lang

gin (CL. diéu)
gin can

gin keo

gin p'ién
gioc

gidng

giong

giong giu
giong

gia

gia

giu

giu . .. giu
giu (=lu)

giu

gitia

gium

giung (=lung)
giu

giu (=sly)

luén
du da
vuon
bac
chu

reé

suc

dai

dai ldm

nhay

dudi chan nghi?

nghi? lung
thudc
thudc 14
thudc lao
thu6c phién
co

giong

dung
dung lai
thu

sanh

a?

hay la

via . ..vua
16

lai, thi

mugn
sang
gl
mua

always

papaya

garden

father's elder brother
of course, aren't you?
cheap

health

to be long

to be very long

to jump

to stretch out the legs to rest
to lie on one's back
medicine, herb, drug
tobacco leaves
tobacco

opium

weeds

species, breed

to stand

to stand still

kind, species

to give birth

to live, rest, behave
or

both ... and

hole

then

(of water) to drip in
to borrow (money)
to be bright

what?

to buy

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



gitta (Cl. méc)
givong

giung

giung théo
giua?ng

givong (zluong) (Cl. dn)

giut

giut (Cl. méac)
ha

hai (Cl. an)
hai

hai (Cl. t6i)
hai (Cl. kha)
hai

hai

ham

ham

han (Cl. tua)
han (Cl. tua)
hang

Hang Tan
hang (Cl. an)
hang Iua
hang

hang pong
hang giang
hang p'e
hao

hao 1am

hao

hao lai hang gia

dua

mon
ngung lai
ngung lai
chodng mat
nha

uat

nho

nam

mat trang
bé

doi giay
chiéc giay
kéu

hai
khiéng

lanh

ngong

chg
Dong Ding

duébi, cudi

budc
danh bai
that lung

ngap
ngap
kha lau

lau roi

pineapple
dish

to stop short
to stop short
to be dazzling
house

wet

grape

five

moon

sea

a pair of shoes
a shoe

to call out, cry out
to harm

to carry a heavy thing between two or
more persons

to be cold

goose

kind of caterpillar

market

name of a town in North Vietham
nail, end (of street, garden)
stern (of boat)

to fix, set (snare)

to trap (animal)

cloth belt

to have a funeral

to yawn

to yawn

rather a long time

a long time already, quite a while ago

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



hao tién convenient (literary word)

hép ganh to carry on a pole over the shoulder, a
load carried in such a way

hap hgp fitting, matching

hap can hgp nhau to unite

hau sao how?

hay khéc to cry

hay khi?n hay long khoc 1én khéc xuéng  to go up and down crying

hay sic tc to sob

hay néu ma if

him (=hdm) do to improve

ham chat to chop

hidm p'a ling tat ca all, the whole

han thay to see, perceive, notice

han la thay la to be surprised

han qua to experience (something)

hip dong to close

hét (=hét) lam to do, make

hit sleéo lam theo to obey

ha?m dip to cover with a blanket

ha?m doi to wear (hat), carry on the head

han (Cl. tua) céo fox

hang lau a long time

hang hang luon ludn always, often

hau (CL tua) chay head louse

hau man (Cl. tua) chiy ran body louse

hau nguoi ta

ha?u hiém nguy hiém dangerous

héc (Cl. an) chao frying pan

hét (=hat) lam to do, make

hiéu bung to carry with two hands

hin (Cl. khao) da stone, rock

14



hinh

ho

héi

hom

héc

hong
hong kin
hong hau
hot

ha

hua (Cl. an)
hui

hung
hung kin
huat
huyén
hua

hu

hy (=hy)
hy ha (=hy ha)
im

inh

inh sinh
i?nh

ip

ké

ké

kém

kém bong
kém na
kéng
keng

thing
khi

go

thom
sau

cua

do dn
nguai ta

CO

vui mung
no

ti

bay gio

it

lugm

gia

cudi

ma

dong tien
ma

chua
nghiéng

to win

time, period

to knock on, rap
fragrant, tasty

six

of, belonging to

food

they

to shrink

belonging to

head

to be a leper

to cook

to cook food

to resemble

strip of material
sweat

to give, let, allow, for
to be happy

to be glad, joyful

to be full (after eating)
a little bit

now

a little bit, a little while
to gather, pick up
old (person)

to take off, undo, unloose
cheek

dimples

cheek

not yet, yet?

to be askew

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’ 15



keo

kéo

kéo (Cl. an)
keo

kép

ket (=khet)
ki

ki cac

ki?

ki? lai

ki Ian

kik (Cl. khao)
kiém (Cl. mac)
ki€t thanh
kiéu

kim

kim (=kem
kin

kin cha na 13y
kin gia

kin 1a%u

kin nang

kin so

kinh (=chinh) (Cl. an)
kip

ko (CL vam, cam)
kha (CL an)

kha ban

kha

khai

khai

kinh
kéo
kéo
nhai

gau

cat

Vietnamese
to pull
scissors

to chew
dandruff

to cut

nhing thu gi, cdc all, the various

cac

may, vai
bao nhiéu
khong sao
gach

cay guom
két thanh
du

vang

man

an, uéng
thua tho
an 0?

an tiéc

an xin

all

a few, some

how many?, how much?
it doesn't matter

brick

sword

to fit together

to be fierce

gold

salty

to eat, drink, consume
heir (natural or adopted)
to behave, live

feast

to wear clothes, to dress, appearance,
turnout

to beg (for a living)

minh, thai, mang body, foetus

chuyén
chan, di bo
thon queé
giét

ban

ga

classifier for planks

conversation

foot, leg (or person, trousers), to walk
countryside

to kill, murder, butcher

to sell

to promise a daughter in marriage

16



kham
khao
khao
khéo khin (Cl. co)
khao

khao hin
khat

khau (Cl. an)
khau (Cl. po)
khau (Cl. p'd)
khau

khau

khay

khay tha na
kham

kham

khan

khap

kham

kham kho
khap
kha?u

kha?u co
kha?u (CL mui)
kha?u giu
kha?u nhau
kha?u tay

khe (CL. p'én)
khen (Cl. an)
khen shita
khén

budc 1én

mau tring

cham

cdi, hon, cuc

cay so
rach, dut
goi

nui, rung

to climb, to wade, to go
white, spotlessly white

to hit something into the air
indigo tree

lump, classifier for stone, beick, tree
stump; also in other dialects classifier for
flour etc.

kilometre
to be torn, snapped
knee

mountain, woods

em trdi ngoai, cau mother's younger brother

khat, kho
sung

ma?

ram

t0i

gay

cip

déng
nghi uc
cin

vao

benh vuc
gao, com, lia
ngo

ngo

ngo

chai
canh tay
tay 4o

sOi

to be dry, thirsty

swollen

to open

to do something for appearance sake
shadow, shade

dark, night

to crow

rank

bitter (literal or figurative)
to reflect with indignation
to bite

to enter

to protect, defend

rice (cooked or uncooked)
corn, maize

corn, maize

corn, maize

fishing net

arm

sleeve

to speak clearly and fluently

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a' 17



kheng

kheng cic

kheo

khéo (CL lam, teo)
khi?

khiéc

khiéc (CL t6i, kha)

khim (CI. mac)
khi?n
khiu (=vong)

khéa (Cl. bau)
khoa

khoai

khodi tang
khoai (Cl. an)

khoan

khoat

khoat (Cl. an)
khoan

khoc (Cl. an)
khoé

khoét (Cl. tua)
khoi

khoi na

cung
cing lam
mau xanh
rang

i2a, cut
b6

gudc

cut
quan

khéa

mau, nhanh
mau lén

xX0ay
cao

quat

to be hard

very hard

green, blue

tooth

faeces, dung

to split, cleave (wood)
wooden shoe

to argue

to stink

needle, pin

to go up

hammock

to shrink, shrivel

to be difficult, wretched
to be miserably poor
to be hunchbacked
maimed, shortened limb
trousers

lock

quickly

to hurry up

spiral, crown of the head where the hair
spirals

to scratch
to claw (of a cat), to scratch (of a dog)

fan

sinh nhut, linh hon birthday, anniversary, soul

chuodng
bai

con nhai
khoi

vang mat

pen for animals

to dig up (with fingers, paws)
toad

out of, away from

absent

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a' 18



khoi

khon

khét chau
khon
khon chau
khon sau
kht may
khua

khum (Cl. an)

khin
khun

khun chugng
khuo?i (Cl. an)

khu6p
khuy

khuy
khuyu lam

khua (Cl. an)

khua na
khua na

khuoi (Cl. p'6, luc)

khuo?i
khudng
la (Cl. tua)
la (CL an)

lac
1ai (=16i)

lai

long

16ng mai
16ng mai
4o quan
cuoi

16

phan
chan

nudi nang

subi

CO1
cul
thuy gi6

vung

vung rudong

viing nudc

ré~
kéo 1é

Igp lai

I, me (used to non-relative), slave,
servant

future

courtyard

to wear the hair in a bun
hair (of human body), fur, feather
eyebrow

eyebrow

coffin

to smile

hole in the earth
manure

to tend (animals)

to bring up, rear

spring, stream

seance to bring back spirits from the
dead

to sit astride (horse, bicycle), to wear
(shoes, socks)

to kneel down

to whistle

hole, puddle

field water-hole, ditch
water-hole

bridegroom, son-in-law
to shampoo, wash (hair)
female hen

insect which eats clothes

basket for washing rice and carrying
things

root
to trail, pull

to retile (a roof)

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’
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lai

lai lai

lai noi slac i?
lai

lai

lam (Cl. an)

lam

lan (Cl. can)
lang

lang

lang (=gidng) (Cl. teo)

lang
ldo

ldo giang
lao

lao

lao

lao luc
lao

lao slat
lap
lap
lap ltn
ldu ca
lac

lac

lac myoc
1am
1dm
lam

1am

nhiéu, 1dm

nhiéu 1dm

chau
rang
nang
that lung

nha, chuong

mao

khé6 nhoc
do

tha tha
chap

nén

bay, luc duc
ra

chudng

cap, trom

trom cap
cam
cudn

€

tuadi

many, very, much

very much, very many

much or little, as much as possible

to be condemned unjustly
to perform a ceremony

market basket

to sling (around one, e.g. sash, raincoat

over shoulders)

grandchild

to pop (corn)

to pick up and support
sash

house, pen (for buffaloes)
to be wrong, mistaken
sheep

to be afraid

to be insolent, impertinent
fat, grease

to be tiring, painful

to measure (by lengths of a stick)
genuine

December

bar (of gold or incense)

to be obscene, in discord
to urge, inveigle

bell

to steal, thief, to do something secretly,

by stealth

theft

bran

to roll (transitive)

(of an illness) to be bad

to water (plants)

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'
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lam

lang

lang

lang (=gidng)
lang mu
lang kho
ling (Cl. an)
lap

13p su, ldp tha la git a lo

lap

lac l4c

lac

lam (Cl. s4)
lam pao (CL. sd)
lam

lan (Cl. 1dm)

lan péc

lan

lap

lazu

lau (=giau) (Cl. méc)
lau (=giau)

lau (CL an)

lay

lay (=giay) (Cl. an)
1é

len

leng

leng tiéng

sgi

lung

sau

gi, dau

mu ban tay
gu lung

to

mai

sau
gio
con bao gi6
nga

day, cach

hang
kip
ruagu
du du
minh
chuodng
chay
vuon

ré

chay
danh
danh du

21

classifier for cord, street, string, strip (of
cloth) etc.

back

to be after, behind
what, where?

back of hand

to be hunchbacked
nest, den, cowshed
close (ears, eyes)

to shut oneself in to think about a
problem

to sharpen

the roundness of a spinning thing
deep

wind

squall

to fall

thin string, cord, twine, distance from

binding round the top of a large basket
(thing)

all the (day etc.)

in time, keeping up with
wine

papaya

I, we, self

cage, pen

to flow (water, tears etc.)
garden

to be cheap

to run

reputation, fame

honour



leng

léeng (=gieng)

leng

léo (=sleo)
léch

li (=gi)

liéng

li?n

Ii (Cl. tua)
lin (Cl. téo, an)
linh

li?nh

linh (Cl. tua)
linh

lip

liu

16 (Cl. an)
16 (Cl. an)
lo

16 (Cl. teo)
loc

1ong

loi (Cl. an)
16i (Cl. an)
10i hua
loi

l6c

16c (CL. co)
16i (=l4i)

16n ma

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'

khoe

theo

sat

dai

giu

choi

con té té
luoi

déc

linh

khi?

1é

mong

choi

gio

ro
duong
phai
tréu
roi

no, ndi

moc
cay co

kéo 1é

afternoon tea (small meal for visitors at
about 2 p.m.)

to be strong, well

to be dry (of weather), period after
planting when there is no rain

to follow

iron (the metal)

to be long

to keep

to play, visit, amuse oneself
pangolin, ant eater

tongue

to be sloping, steep, hills
soldier

monkey

(of 100, 1000) to be followed by
additional units, zero

nail (of hand or foot), hoof
to play, visit, amuse oneself
bamboo basket larger than ra
large round market basket

to be clear, distinct

road, way

to fade (of colour)

to tease, pester

whip

core, inside

to go bareheaded

fault, mistake

to pluck out, tear out (with the fingers)
grass

to drag

to correct
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16ng (=sl6ng)
16ng

16ng linh

la

lu (Cl. an)

Iu

lua

ltc tau

luc (Cl. tua)
luc chai

luc chugng
luc dac

luc eng

luc khang
luc sla?

luc mu

lim

lim

lum

ltm

lung (=gitng)
lubng

luéng

luodng (CL. tua)
lup

lat

lu

It (CL tua)
lua

lua

lua (Cl. buo?ng)

lugc

duua

xudng

dau

Itc nao
con, dua
con giai
con nudi
tré con

tré con

ngon tay
thut
giong
quén

sd

sang

(duwong) cai

rong

SO

tudt

lia vg

lua

thua

liéc
thuyen, do

lua, chon

to bring (someone)

to go down

to go downhill, to go down
final particle

vase, jar

hole

daughter-in-law

any time, all the time
child, small animal

boy, son

adopted child

small child

small child

small stick in game of khang
apprentice to a priest
finger

to collapse (of a person)
to be like

to forget

to touch

bright

main (road)

ear (of wheat)

dragon

to stroke

to slide down, slip

to divorce

donkey

to be left over

to peer from the corner of one's eyes
boat, sampan, junk

to choose

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’ 23



luo?n

luo?n myap
luon (=giucn)
luon bép
luon déo
luong

luong

luot

lugt (Cl. tua)
ma

ma (CL tua)
ma

ma lang

ma (CL tua)

mac péng
mac

mac

mai

mai p'o
mai me
man

mat

mat

mat

mau

may (Cl. co)
may loi
mac

man

nhan
san sang
nha

nha bép

mau vang
mat
mau

rép

cho
tro? ve
sau khi

ngua

qua

men
chic

do dung
goa

goa chong
goa chong
chua
chua

mat

g no
ban

chic, bén

to be smooth
smoothed down, ready
house
kitchen
empty house
yellow, pale
to be cool
blood

bed bug

final particle
dog

to return
afterwards

horse, triangle (?) which used to be worn
on a horse but now is used in offering
sacrifices

classifier for round things, fruit, beads
etc.

yeast

to be solidaly filled out (ear of corn)
classifier for tools and instruments
to be widowed

to be a widow

to be a widower

to be pregnant

to be pregnant (impolite)

to be cool (of weather)

to wipe

to be new

timber

the core of timber

busy

to be sturdy, durable

24



man tang
man (Cl. mac)
man (ClL dn)
man bung
man may
man tay

man

mang

mat (Cl. tua)
mat ma (CL tua)
mat p'ai

man

man (=min)
man

man nhang (Cl. tua)
mang

mang

mat (Cl. tua)
mau

mau

mau hua

may (Cl. 1am

mavly

chic chin
man
khoai
khoai lang
san

khoai tay
viét bua
map

bo

bo cho

hoi
noé

tron

con chién, cuu

ruc, say
vang dau
chi?
chay

me
khong?
Vg

Vg ca

vo hai

ba noi

cO dau

to be firm, stable, steady
plum

potato, tuber

sweet potato

manioc

Irish potatoes

to write a charm

to be plump, fat

flea

dog flea

a piece of cloth

to smell bad

he, she, it

to be round

sheep

you (familiar, arrogant, superior)
classifier for feast

ant

colour

to have a headache, be drunk
to be dizzy

thread, silk, string

to be burnt

mother

question word (follows su)
wife, woman

first wife, principal wife
second wife

paternal grandmother
large stick in game of khang
bride

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’



meé pa na woman assistant to a priestess (not

necessarily a relative)

me then ba then priestess, necromancer

mem soi bing nhau equal to one another (French méme soi)
mén treo to climb up

mén khi?n tréo lén to climb up

meng (Cl. tua) winged insect

meng mao (Cl. tua) con moi bay flying ant, winged termite

meng nhung (Cl. tua) con mudi mosquito

meng phan (Cl. tua) con rudi housefly

méo (Cl. tua) meo cat

mi (Cl. ndm) giam vinegar

mi khong no, not, question word
mi givong hau khong thé nao  not anyhow

mi quen slay khong sao it doesn't matter
mi (Cl. tua) giau bear

mi co to have, yes

mi (Cl. méc) mit jackfruit

min (=man) né he, she, it

min dong piastre

minh tam vinh tan to be honoured
minh (Cl. dn) s6, mang destiny, life

minh s6ng

mo (Cl. p'6)
mo (Cl. an)
mo (Cl. tua)

mo pi (ClL tua)

mom
mom dam

mon (Cl. an)

mang séng
thay so
noi

bo

than lan
suong mu
mai

chap

chap tdi

’

goi

life (as opposed to death)

astrologer

pan

cow, 0X

lizard

misty dew, haze, cloud

match (between a man and a woman)
instant

nightfall

pillow
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mon (Cl. an)
mon

mong
mong

moc (CL dn)
moc sla?y
moc suong
mong pop
mo pay

mo dia

mu (Cl. tua)
mu (Cl. an)
mua

mua

mua chau
mudi

muc non

muc tuc

mim (=mam) (Cl. 1am)

mun

mun
mung (ClL an)
mung
mung

mu (Cl. an)
muy

mua

mua git
mua

muoi
muong
mut lung

bao tu
bung

thg moc

hoi xua
hoi xua
lgn

mu
nghich
mua

mua chau
hot

buon ngt

rau
tron
bui, vun
thing
lop
mong
tay
ngay

ve

bat dau
lac

tuyét

nhiéu nhu thé nay many like this

sach sé hét

dish (of food), matter, problem

a good kind
grey

to make a loud noise

stomach
stomach

carpenter

plop!

old times, long ago

old times, long ago

pig
hat

mischievous, naughty, playful
to dance (ritually)

to dance (ritually)

seed, classifier for grains of rice, peanut

sleepy
to be stupid

beard, whiskers

to be round
dust, crumbs
large bsket
to roof

to hope
hand, arm

day

to return home

to begin
when

sSnow

all clean

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’
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Mya

myac
myay

myam (CL dn)
myam (Cl. thida)
myan

myau

my4u van

myau (CL bau, co)
myon (Cl. an)

na

na (Cl. an)

na

na lay

na

na lua

nai

nai (=nhai) (Cl. ndam)

nai

nam (=mi) (Cl. méc)

nam (Cl. teo)
nan
nan (Cl. tua)

2

nau

2

nau

nau

nau vay
nau

nau chao
nau

nau

tron, xau
doi

vong tay
dau dua
chat

du, do

do6 ngot
giau
nhan

day

mit, trudc
rudong
ddt rudng
mg

mg

meét

nudc dai
suong
mit

gai

kho

hiéu

gian

phai, chi?
mdi

via mdi
(budi) sang
sdng sém
nhe

ai, nao

name of a wooded mountain near Lang

Son

to be slippery, bad

to exchange, change
bracelet

chopstick beans

to be broken (bone)

to flatter, coax

to coax with sweet promises
betel

kernel

thick

face, in front of

ricefield

land (property)

mother's younger brother's wife
mother's younger brother's wife
to be tired

saliva

frost, dew

jackfruit

thorn

to be difficult

small red deer

angry

must, only

just recently, just now

just recently, just now
morning

early morning

light (of work or weight)

who, whoever

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'
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nam

nam mudi
nang

nang

nang tin
nam (Cl. an)
nam mon
nan

ning (=ndng)
nau

nau (Cl. méc)
naly

né (=ni)

ne

nem

nén

nen

ni (=né)

ni

ni

nin

nip

niu (Cl. an)
noc

noi

non (Cl. tua)
non

non dic

non keng

0? con
nén, den cay

g

tet

ngd, nam
ngu ngon

nam nghiéng

to be heavy, difficult (to hear,
understand), burdensome

to ponder, think
water, liquid

ice

skin, leather

to sit, seat

to sit up

mother's milk, breast
cows' milk

there, that

one

to be rotten

button

this

final particle
particle used after each item in a list
to remain

candle

feast, holiday

final particle

to run

you, us (to a friend)
to swallow

to press

finger, toe, digit
outside, out

a little

worm

to sleep, lie down
to sleep well

to lie on one side

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



nong (Cl. nam)
nong

noc (CL tua)

ndc cu (Cl. tua)
ndc chau (ClL tua)
ndc choc (Cl. tua)

ndc kéo (Cl. tua)

ndc khac (Cl. tua)
ndc phay (Cl tua)
ndc vac (Cl. tua)
no

ndng =(nang)

nu (CL tua)

nua

nung

nudc

nua

nua

nung

nga

ngac

ngai

ngai

ngai

ngai (Cl. bau, péng)
ngam

ngdm slim

ngan

ngang

ngao

lut

em
chim
bo cau
chim co

chim sé

bo cau
chich

gac

ngua

bua trua
dé~

gai (9

mdi, tuc thi

N

buon

canh
di?nh

flood

younger sibling, I, you
bird

pigeon, dove

stork

sparrow

bird like a starling, but with buff
plumage and yellow legs, often tamed as
a pet

pigeon

wren

moorhen

final particle

one

rat, mouse

glutinous (rice)

to wear

to be deaf

above

meat

much, a lot

sesame

to guard

on one's back

midday meal

to be easy

a kind of leaf used to make cakes
to have just recently happened, to fit
to please, to suit

to be sad, dismal, not nice (place),
unbearable (of work)

branch, stalk

top, summit, peak

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’ 30



ngdo hua di?nh dau top of the head

ngao béng shadow, shade, to be dull, boring
ngao to overturn

ngic ngody hua lic dau to shake one's head
ngan bac silver

ngan cheén tién bac money

nghé (=an) cai classifier for things
nghe nga?m sg qua very frightening

nghen ghen to be jealous

ngheng mature (of tea etc.)
nghéo na quay mat to look round, behind
nghét ghét to hate

ngo to crane one's neck

ngo toi I (used between friends)
ngo tua to lean (on)

ngoa ngoi tile

ngoa (Cl. mac) va fig

ngoang (Cl. tua) ve siu cicada

ngoi xem to see, look at, look after
ngoi sliéu to despise

ngong do to stop, park

ngt (CL. tua) rin snake

nguadi go?i to send

nha (Cl. co) o, rau grass, vegetables, weeds
nha thudc medicine

nhai (=nai) dai saliva

nhang budc to step

nhang kha di bo to walk

nham dam to crush, tread, trample
nha?m uodng to drink (especially wine)
nhing song to be alive

nhing con also, and, still

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’



nhap
nhé
nhi

nhi

nhin

nhin sa
nhinh

nhom

nhom

nhu

nhting nhang

nhtp nhép

(@4

o

oc

Oc chai

6c khi?

oc luc

oi sloi (=a sloi)
0i (CL. co)

om (Cl. khao)

khau
trudc
nhu

nhan
xin 16i
gai
nhudm

xem

ra ngoai

di tiéu, di i%a
sanh

ba?n

mia

ta

tré, non, mém

oi

to sew
earlier

like, similar to

allomorph of two, occurring before or

after slip

to acknowledge
to beg pardon

to be female

to dye

to look at

straw (for fodder)
if

litter, refuse

oh!

boy, lad

to go out, to put out
outside of

to defaecate

to give birth

dirty

sugarcane

diaper, napkin
young, tender, soft

to be muggy

yén 0On, yén lang to be safe, secure

om

to be ill

to push (impolite)
to put in

oh!

father

clump

father's elder sister, you

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



pac (Cl. an)
pac lai

pac tu

pac

pac (see bac)
pai (Cl. tang)
pai (CL an)
pan

Pan'Y

pang (Cl. an)
pang

pang

pang
pao

pédo chod
pao

pao phay
pao

pao

pao

pao

pat (Cl. an)
pay

pay

pac

pam (see pam)

pén

pan

pang
pang giao

pap

miéng

tram
chiéu
mai

ném, dap

hong

ho, gitp, gium

nua
khéao
khéo t6
bao
hop quet
hua
cao
théc
tat

bat

lan

an

cam

day, quay
chia

tra

ban

nai

mouth

talkative, gossipy

gate, in front of the house
hundred

afternoon

roof

to catch, throw

Man tribes in North Vietnam
thigh

to help

to trim (trees to make posts for a house -
round or square)

half

to celebrate

to celebrate the ancestors
bag, package

box of matches

to promise

to shave

unhusked rice, paddy
to lash, sting, slap
eating bowl

time, occasion

to hide (intransitive)

to put, thrust

to spin round, turn
to divide

to pay

friend

hand (of bananas)

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a' 33



pat bat, nhan to arrest, receive (letter)

pat (Cl. méc) hot chudi beads

pam (=pam) guc to bend down, lie down
pam pép nam sap to lie on the stomach
pan nhu, thanh, nén, bang, giéng

similar to, by means of, to 'take' (of
flowers becoming fruit)

pan cau nhu trudc as before

pan git hau, pan hau  thé nao anyhow, what to do, what can you do?
pan nan nhu thé like that

pan na?y nhu vay like this

pan tau thé nao how?

pap sap to lie on one's stomach
pat (Cl. tua) vit duck

pau thoi to blow

pau long lap

pau phu to help, assist

pay di to go

pe tau tra tro to lodge, take shelter
péc dan to stick

pec pe sach sé to be clean

peén (Cl. kip) van plank

peng kéo to pull

péng banh cake, bread

péng ding bénh gio ‘ash cakes'

péng giut banh gio ‘ash cakes'

péng pan badnh gai, banh tai  a kind of cake

peo (Cl an) géo dipper, lading can

pét tam eight

pi bip classifier for top part of limb
pi nam year

pi chai nam kia the year before last

pi lang nam sau the year after next

34



pi mu

pi na

pi qua

pi?

pi

pi cua p'yac nha
pi (CL tua)

o X

pién
pich (Cl. an)
pinh (CL tua)
pi?nh

pi?nh (=pénh)
pit pha

po

po (CL an)

po

pon (:pén)
pong

pot

pot (Cl. an)
poc

poém

pén (=pon)
pot

pu (CL p'0)

pu (CL tua)
pa

pu (CL an)
pu tin

puc (Cl. mac)

s

pun

nam moi
sang nam
nam ngoai

vi

béo, mo

cac thu do an

chuon chuon

the new year
next year
last year

to compare

to be fat, a fat thing, fat, grease

provisions, food

dragonfly

bién to change (into pan)
canh wing (of bird)
di%a leech
nuong to bake, roast
banh cake, bread
ong troi, 02 trén tréi  heaven
VO to crumple
nui mountain
du, da?y to play, amuse oneself, push
von principal, capital (money)
mém to be soft
phdi lungs
empty corn cob
lat to capsize
nong to be hot
von principal, capital (money)
don post, station (French poste)

ong noi, cy, bo

cua
bo, gitp
bau

do 1én
buo?i

nua

paternal grandfather, father (loosely),

paternal side of the family
crab

to be nourishing, to help

sphere, globe, something round

to help someone up
pomelo
half

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’



puon

puon bu

puc

pudc

pudt

pha (CL p'én)
pha (CL p'0)

phac hat (CL. co, an)

phai

pham
phan

Phan

phan

Phan Slinh
phang
phat dang
phat 6?m
phat sai
phat

phat (Cl. t6i)
phdc mong
phin

phin

phan
phing
phit

phat

phay

phay (CL. méc)

phen
phi phat
phién phi?

budn
budn non
buc

VO

nhao
chan

gioi

bi

cheo

pham

Phéap

van

Phan Sinh
mu

bi sot

bi 6m
phat tai
phat

doi tat

bi

phan
(hot) giéng
chai
mung
say

sOi

lua

dau da
chuyén
uong phi
phién phi

sad

to feel sick

classifier for drawing, wall
peel, skin

to be pasty, clammy, doughy
blanket

sky, heaven, God
pumpkin

to paddle, row

to commit, violate

to revive

French

ten thousand

group of Nung, a Nung clan
blind

to have a fever

to be ill

to be prosperous, rich

to distribute

pair of socks

pumpkin

part, share

seed for planting

to play

to be pleased

to winnow (rice)

to be boiling

fire

mulberry

to change direction, transmit
to waste, squander

to trouble, annoy
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phin

phong

pha (CL an)

pht dic (Cl. an)
phu

phuc (ClL p'én)
phudng
phuaong (Cl. co)
phut pan

pya

pya

pyé cam

pya (CL tua)

pya lay (CL tua)
pya lat (CL tua
pya (CL. mac)
pyai

pyang

pyay

pyau

pyoc (Cl. an)
pyoc mu (Cl. dn)
pyoi (=pyui)
pyong (=py6c) (Cl. @n)
pyong mu (CL an)
pyoc tam (CL. tua)
pyt can tin

pyti (=py0i)

p'a (CL tua)
p'atu

p'a

p'a (Cl. puc)

cui
song
bo

b0 xuong
théi ra
chiéu
goc

ra

bi cam
gia

tra, gia
gia loi
ca
luon
chach
dao
giai

ldo
ngon
biia toi
nhan
nhan
tha
nhan
nhan
moi dat
tha

ba ba

canh cua

miéng manh

firewood

to go in waves

set

skeleton

to blow out

mat

corner

stubble of rice stalk
to have a cold

to lie, deceive

to pay

to reply

fish

eel

small eel

knife

to spread, cover
to be false, lying, deceitful
peak (of tree may)
evening meal

ring

finger ring

to forgive, release
ring

finger ring
termite

to rouse someone (from sleep)
to forgive, release
turtle

door-leaf

to open up

shade, blind, screen of wood, shutter
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p'a mu

p'a kha

p'a (CL an)
p'a

p'a vai
p'ac

p'ai (Cl. an)
p'ai

p'ai

p'dng pat
p'at

p'at

p'dy (Cl. may)
p'an

p'dng
p'ang poc
p'an

p'an

p'an lua
p'an

p'an su
p'at (Cl. mac)
p'dt huta
p'ec

p'ec p'¢ (=pec pe)
p'én

p'én p'ai
p'en

p'eng
p'eng la
p'eng Ii

p'éo

ban tay
ban chan
may

pha

pha

ga?i

ao

phai

vai

Ita mi

hat

tre

mo

chon
chon
giua
mua

giot mua

phan, phan biét

dt, cay
rom
sach

sach sé

got
dua

la

dua gang
hai

palm (of hand)

sole (of foot)

cloud

to destroy

to destroy

to send

fish pond

to have to, must, should
material

wheat

to scythe, slash with a knife
to sweep (of rain)
bamboo

to dream

to bury

to bury

to file, smooth, polish
to rain

raindrop

to distinguish

to judge between
peppery-hot, red pepper
prickly heatr

clean

to be clean

classifier for nets, carpets, blankets etc.
sheet

to peel with a knife
vine-link plant

gong

large cucumber

to pluck (fruit from a tree)
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p'ép

p'ét

p'eo (Cl. may)
p'i

p'i tha

p'i

p'i pac

p'i (CL tua)
p'i chtia

p'i loi

p'i pa?u pa
p'i pyong (=p'i p'ydn)
p'i sluong
p'i thai gia
p'i then

p'i tho

p'i

p'Inong
p'ia

p'ién (Cl. dn)
p'ien

p'iéng
p'iéng pat
p'iéu (Cl. tua)
p'inh

p'it

p'o

p'0 mé€ tha?u
p'0 gié

p'0 pha

p'0 phéap

p'0 thao

ma chua

ma ga

ma cung

anh, chi
ba con

vach

phién
bing

bang thiang
beo

suo?i

gdm
chong, 6ng
cha me
béc

ong gioi
thay phap
thay ctng

permission, magical power

water jar

a kind of bamboo

eyelid

eyelid

corner of the mouth

lip (impolite)

spirit, ghost

temple spirit

a kind of spirit

ancestral spirit

evio spirit

whirlwind spirit

spirits of those who died in an epidemic
(evil) spirit

neighbourhood spirit

elder sibling

relations, relatives

to uncover (esp. part of the body)
mortar made from a hollowed out log
opium

to be even, level

level and straight

panther

to warm oneself

brocade, damask, embroidered silk
husband, man

mother and father

uncle

heaven, God,

sorcerer

priest (officiating at funerals)
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p'ot

p'ong

p'ong

p'ua mia (=p'6 mé)
p'ac

p'ung

p'ua

p'ua

p'udc pan In

p'ya (ClL po)

p'yac (Cl. an)
p'yac

p'véc (CL co)

p'yac cét (Cl. co)
p'yéc cat khao(Cl. co)

p'yac bling
p'yac hom
p'yac kin

p'yai

p'yai kha
p'yang (=p'yung)
p'yam (CL. 1am)
p'yoi

p'yom

p'yom héo
p'yong

p'yong

qua (Cl. an)
qua luong

qua nam

quai

bot

gap

va

vg chong
budc
chay ra
dé

trong khi
khoai moén
nui da
tran

rac

rau

cai

cai be tring

rau mudng
rau dén
thuc pha?m
di

di bo

rat

toc

don

gay

gdy mon
luéng

nua

dua

dua hau
dua hau
khon

foam

to meet

to patch, mend
husband and wife
to tie up

to run out

to leave

during, whilst
jungle potato
rocky mountain
forehead

to sprinkle
vegetable
mustard plant

plant like a spring cabbage but with a
white stem

spinach-like vegetable
kind of vegetable
foodstuff, provisions
to go

to walk

to be sore

hair of the head

crisp

to be thin

to grow thin

furrow, rill

half

plant of the cucumber family
water melon

water melon

to be wise

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



quang

quang (Cl. tua)

quang
quay
quin
quan li‘nh
quay
quén

quen (Cl. bau)

qué quan

sa
sa thang
sa

sa

sa

sai

sai

sai I
sam
sam

san

san

san (Cl. an)

san (=slan) (Cl. an)

sang (Cl. an)

sang

sang (=chang) (Cl. tua)

chum
con nai
rong

trach

g

quan
quan linh
xa

quen

vay

qué quan
con

16i

dia
giuong

bén canh

voi

water jar

deer

to be wide, spacious

to reproach, rebuke

to spin

army, soldiers

to be far

to be acquainted, to be used to
skirt

native village

gust, classifier for wind lam
mistake

to erase, cross out

soot

polite plural for pronouns
almost, about to

about to arrive

to look for, search

tea

mischievous

tired

all right, acceptable

to sigh

to ask, ask for (someone)
to be daring, bold, skilful
deceitful

to hold out (hands)
plate, dish

bed

spinning top

to be neighbouring

elephant
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sao (Cl. tua)

sat

say

say cha
say sin
sic uc
sam
sam sta

san cha

san sich
sang

sap

sat

sa?m sa
san

sa’n

sang (Cl. an)
sang bang
sang la
sa?u

sazu ho
sau

sy

Se

se chuyén

hén, ldo
gidy ban

dén

cung

x0OC

gan

trung

can phai, nén
vGi nhau

xong

thim

sam swa

insolent, impolite

crepe (paper)

spider

smear

with, together

to shake

to be near

egg

to need to, ought to, need
together

finished

to sob

father's younger brother's wife

to get ready, prepare

than gia, thong gia parents of son-in-law, parents of

than thich
giam

lac

VO

dong la
SO

dazy
gian
sang
gian cam
xau

xau hd
sg

xay

may

chuyén

daughter-in-law, grandparents on each
side

intimate

to be imprisoned, confined
one time, instant

to wash rice
cymbals

to pierce (ears)

to push

winnowing basket
sieve

winnowing basket
to be bad, ugly

to be ashamed

to fear

to build, lay (bricks)
lucky

to change

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'



seé ngam to soak

sen na?y bay gio now (in time)

sén (=chén) tién money

sep xép to fold

si nghe to hear

sich (Cl. 1dm) thudc ruler, metre

siéc xé to tear up

siéc day string

sién ngan thousand

sim (=chim) ném to taste

siznh mai to invite

sinh tuwong dat earth wall

sinh tinh nothing but

SO Xin to beg

so tau bit dau to begin

$O mong day of the month

soc (Cl. tua) hiéu kind of deer

s0i (=choi) sua, gitp to mend, repair, help

song cung together

song (Cl. an) ban table

soc cha uncle, father's younger brother, you (to
young man)

song (Cl. hua) hanh onion

song hao (Cl. p'yic) hoa cai ctc cauliflower

séng (Cl. bau) vay skirt

song song to be alive

song ha sap sua to be about to

su (Cl. an) tai ear

suc budc to tie up

suc chuc ten

stng (CL an) long cage for a bird

sung (Cl. dn) sing gun

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a' 43



sung lung (CL. mac)

sudc

sudi (=chubi)

su uc

su

st (Cl. an)

st (=chu)

sung

sugc 1éch (CL 1am)
sup

sut

sla (=sloa)

slai (Cl. teo)

slai

slai co

slai

slai

slai

slam

slan (pay)

slan

slan (Cl. muéi)
slan (=san) (ClL. an)
slang

sldo giau

sldo slao giau giau
sldo vi

slao (Cl. luc)

slao

slap (Cl. tua)

slau

cay giao

chuoc

lau

deu
chu
phai
noi

giay sat
ngui

sut

phai

day budc 4o
hong
cuéng hong

trua

ngoa
ba

khac (di)
dan

gao
givong
day
thong tha
thong tha

con gdi, chi
dao, luc
rén

gat

spear

to redeem, buy back, bring up spirit
from the dead

to wipe

to hiccup

to be equal, even, regular
word, letter

to be right, correct, yes

to say

fetter, iron band

to smell

to have a patch rubbed off
right side

ribbon

throat

throat

noon

healthy, well, good (?)

to be venomous

three

to go (their) separate ways
to weave

seed rice

bed

to wriggle, twist, turn

to act leisurely

to act leisurely

to be ceremonially cleansed
girl, daughter

time

cockroach

to nod

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a' 44



slau
slay
slay
slac

slac myac

sling

sling

slac

sldc (CL p'0)
sla?m

slan (Cl. an)

sla?n

sla?n tin

slan

slau (Cl. 1dm)
sla?y (CL. teo)

sla?y qua

sli coc

sli c6c pha
sli?

shi

sli pha

sach, trong
nho, bé

dugc

ba?n

run

hat si

ga?i, 10, bao

X1

giac

chua
san

tha?

got chan
that tha
cot

rudt

clean, clear

to be small

to be possible, acceptable
a single, any, one more

to choke because one has swallowed the
wrong way

to bleach

to be dirty

to tremble

to squeeze

to send a message, order
to blow (nose)
war

warrior

to be sour
yard, courtyard
to breathe

heel

genuine, good
post

intestines

dong long thuong x6t to be moved with compassion

dé, dung
them

trong, song
mang

bon

vudng

bén goc gioi
muén

khi, dang
bung gioi

to let, keep, allow

to crave

male

to darn

four

square

the four corners of heaven, all around
to want

time, continuous

the heavens
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shi tau

sliét

sliéu (Cl. mac)
sliéu

sliéu

sliéu slim
slim

slim tau (Cl. an)
slin

slin tong
sliznh sldo
sliznh gié
slip

sliy (=slat) (Cl. p'én)
sloa (=sla)
sl6i

sloi slé

slon

slon ca
slong

slot (Cl. an)
slot mét
sléng (=16ng)
slo

slo p'ugng
slu

sla

slua

slac

sluc

slin

slin minh (Cl. p'0)

bao gic
tiéc
duc
quay
thiéu

coi chung

qua tim
tin
duc tin

tinh tao

mudoi
man
phai

vun

hoc, day
day

hai

mun

cudi cling
dua

tha

tho phugng
thu

thua

thua

chin
thudc
tinh lai

thay boi

when?

to regret

to chisel, a chisel
roasted on a spit
lowly, lacking, small
beware, pay attention
heart (figurative)
heart (literal)

to believe

faith

to be wide awake, alert
stay awake

ten

mosquito net

right side

crumbs, debris
fragments, tiny pieces
to study, teach

to teach

two

pimple

last

to cause

to worship

to worship

to collect (taxes)

to lose

to lose (game, suit, fight)
ripe, cooked

to rely on

to take stock, reckon up, plan to

soothsayer

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’
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slung

sluém

sluén (Cl. hua)
sludn

slat (=slut) (CL p'én)
sla

sl doa

slu (Cl. su)

slu (Cl. bau)
slu slu

sl (=giu)

slua (Cl. tua)
sliza (ClL. bau)
sludng

sluong (=luong)
sluad?ng

sluong (=luong)
slung

slut (=slat) (CL p'én)
tali

ta

tai

tai

tai

tdi nghé dang

tai...tai...

tam
tan
tan than
tan

tan na

thu
bat nat
chu
thu

mua

htia

ao

anh

mau vang
mudn
mat

dep

man

coi xem

doén
ngoai

dua

mot minh
gat

gat laa

high, tall

room

garlic

garden

mosquito net

to try, test

to bully

word, character (Chinese)
letter

(of eyes) half shut

to buy

tiger

coat, garment, dress
appearance, image, picture
yellow, pale

to want, desire, tend to
to be cool

to be pretty

mosquito net

to see, look at

final particle

to greet, go to bring
maternal side of the family
to lead

to be pregnant

every . .. more and more . . .,
the .. .er the .. .er

to burn, light
only, alone
oneself, alone
to harvest

to harvest rice
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tang

tang (Cl. 1am, teo)
tang

tang

tao

tao

tdo ngoi

tao

tao (ClL. méc)
tau

tau (Cl. an)
tau

tau

tay

tay kho

tac

tdc

tim

tdm

tam htic
tam

tan

tang (CL &n)
téng

tang

tang

tang pai

tap

tap lang (CL. tua)

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’

khac
duong, viéc
biét

hoang

dao

dao
phui

seo

duai
nao, dau
chiu
chiu kho
gay
muc, rot
thap

dét

may dét, dét

dam

don

dung, ngudc

doén, dua, doi

cung
bubi

bubi chiéu

to be different, to do something oneself
road, way, task

to know

to be illegitimate

to rinse

to supervise, manage

to inspect something, to peep
to dig

peach

to dust, brish off

scar

underside

where?, what?, anywhere

to bear, endure

to endure difficulty

to be broken, snapped

to draw water, pour out

to be short of stature, low

to weave

loom, to weave

to pound

to be foolish

chair, stool

to greet, to go to bring (especially wife)

to stand on end (hair), to turn (head,
face) upward

to welcome, wait, greet (bride)
together with

half of the day

afternoon, evening

liver

otter
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tit

tat sle
tit 1ong
tat khi?n

A

tac

~

tAm

tam (=tim)

tam (Cl. thi)

ta?m

tam

tAm tang tam tong
tan

tan

tang (=tinh) (CL an)
ting (=téng)

tap

tap sloc

tau (Cl. tua)

ta?u (Cl. an)

tau
tau tau
te

2

te

te me

tém

ten

téng

téng

téng pong
teng (Cl. 1dm)

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'
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la

chay
dan ba
ngo

thap

nén
cung
bay, cau
danh bay
dinh

to place, deposit

to place

to put something down
to put something up

to be male (used for all animals except
chickens)

to fall over

to be full

earth, ground
to cook, boil

to move

sound of heartbeat
to be short

to vomit

lamp, light

to be on, above
to beat, kick
elbow

tortoise

pumpkin, squash, gourd, gourd-shaped
bottle

start, first born, beginning
at the beginning

to be

to flow, run

woman

to move

to light

foundation

to offer sacrifices

to trap, to fish with rod and line
to catch in a snare

nail
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tang (=tang)
teng

teng

tét

tia

tich (Cl. an)
tiém van
tiéng

tiéu

tim (=tam)
ti?m (Cl. an)
tiZm

tin

tin giong
tin

tinh

tinh chang
tinh (=tang) (Cl. an)
to (CL tua)
to
to pac

to

to

A

to na?y

t0...can

to cap

trén
dam
dam

e

tet

cong
giot

ngay do
tiéng
cheo

day

not, vét
tim
dung, cat
dung day, dey

gidu

0? gia
den

ong quan
tdi, dén

tham

dung

do

nhung, va
hai, 14y

bing
bing nay

nhau

chung nhau

on top of

to stab, pierce

to punch, hit with the fist
festival, holiday

to carry pick-a-back

drop (of liquid)

that day

language, fame, reputation, voice
to hang up

to be full

spot, mark, stain, blot
purple

to stnd, build

to stand up, wake up
hem

guitar, musical instrument used by
woman necromancer (meé then)

in between

lamp, light

bumblebee

to come, arrive

to whisper

to collect (e.g. rainwater)
to contain, put inside

to measure

but, yet, and

to pluck, pick, cut, collect (wood,
flowers, fruit, rainwater, leaves)

to be equal, like
thus

each other

to . . . each other

together

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’



top'e

t0 t0i

toc

toc

toc

toi

t6i na

ton

ton

ton

tong

tong

tong dut
tong (Cl. may)
tong

tong (Cl. an)
tong giac
tot

tot

tot

toc

toc lang

toi

tom
tong
tong

tg

ta

tu (Cl. an)
tu giuon
tu tang

tua

gidp nhau
thay doi
quin
déng

doc

doi

trudc mat
bua

thién

don

14

nhuc

bung

twin

to change

to put a kerchief or turban on the head
to hammer

to read

pair

in front of (a person)

meal

castrated, (of chicken) capon

to set, prepare

leaf, classifier for shoulder

to ache (tooth)

to stub (toe) into the ground
tree which gives a resinous balm
copper

stomach

dé6i bung, déi kém hunger, famine

buot
dot
choi mo
mat, roi

Ve sau

do

cung

cua

nha, gia dinh
cia sb

con

to be ice-cold

to sting

to fight, peck

to lose, fall
afterwards

to carry on the head
to boil (food)
classifier for heap, fire, house
similar to, like

to improve

also

door

house, family
window

classifier for animals and people
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tim tac

oy

tuc

tuc au

tha (Cl. an)
tha na

tha pu

tha sang
tha vin
tha (Cl. an)
thac

thac (CL. tua)
thai

thai dang
thai gia
thai

tham
tham ai
than

than phai
thao

thao li
thay (Cl. mac)
thdy mum
thay

thic nin
thap

tham
thang
thang lic
thap (=thap)

do xudng

t

danh, danh ca

vO
mat

mat mui

mat gidi
song
phoi

vat

chét

chét dich
thu

tham

tham

than

than thag?
thdo

biét déu
con dao cao
cao rau

nhu thé

tim thay, tim
mat, 16

dén, tdi

cho dén

tim

to fall down

from

to catch fish, fight
to spring upon

eye

face, countenance, honour

ankle

hole in the weave of a basket

sun

river

to dry in the sun or wind

jungle leech

to be dead, die

to die of cold

to die in an epidemic
sort, kind

to desire, covet

to covet

charcoal

to lament, mourn

to dismantle

to act in a right way
razor, to shave

to shave whiskers
like it, like that, thus
to be worried

to find, seek

to lose (in business)
to come, arrive
until

to look for

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’



that ding

thau

thau

tha?u

tha?u thazu
thau

thau phau
thay

thay (Cl. tua)
thay

thay nha
thay kha?u (CL &n)
the

théc

thé nazy
theo

theo lugt
theo (:séng)
théo

thep

thep

thep can

thi

thi (ClL. an)
thi gia

thi phudng
thi tam
thién ha
thiéu

thiéu

thi?nh

nudc gio
san

nho

noi

am am
gio

dau phu
cay

trau bo
nai

thay thudc
bap chan
lai, dé
VO

thé nay
day

gan
sdng

lai

dudi

vai

vGi nhau
tuc

ndi, chd
thién ha
XU

cho dat
thién ha
nhay
diéu

do

ash water, made by pouring water over

ash several times

to hunt

to spit

to be on the father's side
to be lukewarm

ash

soybean curds

to plough

ploughing animals (buffalo and oxen)
cloth bag

physician, doctor

calf of the leg

to put, again

to smash

like this

string

vein

to be alive

again

to run after, drive away, expel, dismiss

along with

together

to be stifled, airtight
place

the whole world
district, country, area
plot of ground

the whole world

to jump, dance

to hit one stick with the other in game of

khang
that

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'
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thinh

thinh

thinh cadm
thinh gia
thé

tho

tho (Cl. an)
thoéc

thoc

thoi (=t6i)
thoi luat (Cl. an)
thoi

thoi

thoi tang
thom

thot

Thé

thoi (ClL. an)
thoi han
thoi thoi

thua (CL. t6i, kha)
thiia (Cl. mu6i)
thaa dau lun
thtia myam
thaa tam
thui (Cl. an)
thung

thuén

thic lam
thic

thu

thu

mau, hang
nghe

vang 10i

tho dia
keo, rut
van de

do

doc

doi, lai

doi

doc duong

Thé

doi

thoi han
doi doi
daa

do, dau
d6 nun
dau daa

do lac

colour, kind

to listen, hear, suffer, receive
to obey

be quiet!, listen!

ground, earth

to pull, pull out (thread)
matter

to fall over

to be poisonous

to do or be again, to resumse, to change
own particular law

maid, servant

on

on the path

to set aside, save (money)
to cast (net)

Tho language, people
life, generation, time
limited period

for ever

chopsticks

bean

string beans with white beans inside
chopstick beans

peanuts

cup, eating bowl

to move

to be all, finished

to have a cold

to have to

to hold, catch

to burn

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as '@’ 54



thung
thuong
thuong diép
a

ua

s

uc

un

va

va

vai vé
vai
vai (Cl. tua)
vai
van
van
vang

vat

vay chau, vay chau chan

vac

vam

van

van

van ngoa
van p'yuc
van seng
van van
van

vang
vang (=0)
van

vat (Cl. tua)

de
duong
thuong yéu

cu

tuc

thu khéc
van

noi

chia xé
ham
trau
hong
rac

ngot

roi

vay

duc

cam
ngay
hém qua
ngay mai
sinh nhat
ngay nao
khoi
vang
thang
thay

thu

to press down
sugar

to love

term of address to old man, sir
exclamation

to be angry

other, the other
luck, destiny, fate
to say

to share

jaw, molar (tooth)
buffalo

broken, spoiled
to sprinkle

to be sweet

free time

to claw (as a tiger)

to wind a cloth round the hair and wind
the tube of hair round the head

to wave (the hand)

to be turbid, muddy (water)
to be dumb

day, period, time

yesterday

tomorrow

birthday

every day

smoke

to be deserted

lad

to change (clothes, a purchase)

quadruped, animal

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a' 55



2

vé

ve (Cl. co, an)
ve

veé na

veo

vét (Cl. an)

vi

vi vac

vi (Cl. an)
viét

vit

viu

chu
mudp

phia, ding

sap toi

ué tap
ué tap
lugce, nai
viét

vut

boi

final particle

zucchini, Italian squash

side, direction
about to come
to cry out

soup ladle

unclean (ceremonially)
unclean (ceremonially)

comb, hand of bananas

to write

to throw away, reject

to swim
fancy!

hey!

child's word for mother, mummy

small, little

weak

Note: Tho low level 'a' is represented here as 'a'
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