
Tho word list

See the separate notes on Th± orthography. For many nouns the classifier is
specified. This is a word which precedes the noun, especially occurring between a
numeral and the noun. Because of the limitations of the font, combinations of
vowels with some times cannot be represented as composites, but have to be shown
as sequences. Examples are 'ê~', 'â?'.

Th± Vietnamese English

á Sentence final particle implying a
question

a cô miss, aunt, father's younger sister

a sloi (=oi sloi) bâ?n dirty

ä há to open (mouth)

à particle introducing direct speech

ái thích, mu¯n to like, to want

ái ái s¡p sØa to be about to

ai alas!

ám miªng piece, slice

án ðªm to count

áng (Cl. ån) ch§u washbowl

áp t¡m to take a bath

au l¤y to take, take up

àß (=×) × yes (to familiars or inferiors)

àß á thª à really!

ay ho to cough

ån (=nghé) cái classifier for things

¤c (Cl. ån) ngñc chest, thorax

¤m ü to cover (food) with a cloth

¤m ¾ v¾ vâ?n foolish, stupid

âm ng§m to hold something in the mouth

m (Cl. ån) ¤m teapot, tea kettle, jug

¤t (=n¾ng) mµt allomorph for 'one', occurring after other
numerals.

Note: Th± low level '�' is represented here as 'ã' 1



bá (Cl. ån) vai shoulder

bá (Cl. c¥n) bà Mrs, woman

bä dÕi, ðiên stupid, mad

bä p'Õc ngông cu°ng folly

bác (=hÆm) ch£t to chop off, amputate

bän (see kha bän) làng village

bän giß¶n (bän lß¶n) neighbours

bàn t¡ng bàn ghª furniture

bang möng, thßa to be thin, sparse

báo (see ðây báo) giai boy, male

báo cÕ báo to report

bát (Cl. ån) ch¯c, møn scab, boil

baß lá, miªng, lát leaf, piece, slice, classifier for paper,
clothes, etc.

bÕy các the various (pluraliser)

b¡c c¤u to pinch, dig in with the claws

bÆm (see n£m bÆm) m¡m salt fish

bÆn b¡n to shoot

b¡t ð¡t to be expensive

b¡t (see mì b¡t) lúc, l¥n time, turn, round

b¡t lång l¥n sau next time

b¡t lát b²ng ch¯c suddenly

bâm (Cl. ån) mâm food tray

bân bay to fly

bâ?u (=hua) ð¥u head

bâ?u ðán sói trán to have a bald forehead

bây (Cl. mác) chám ðen black olive

bë (Cl. tua) dê goat

béc vác to carry on the shoulder

ben gói to parcel up, wrap up

bít bÑt to pluck, pinch

bó (Cl. ån) giªng well, spring (of water)
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böi bói to divine

bóng (see k¬m bóng) dimple

bong phong to seal, to package (letter)

böng chuy«n to pass from place to place

böng khi?n chuy«n lên to move up and down, to blister

b° bù to compensate

bú (=mí) không no, not

bün súc to rinse (mouth, bottle)

büng (see p'y¡c büng, mÇn büng) búng to flip with the fingers (e.g. marble)

bßa bµt flour

bØa (Cl. tua) bß½m bß¾m butterfly

bß½n (Cl. ån) tháng month

bß½?ng bên side, country, group, collection

byai to press the seedling rice roots in with
the foot whilst trampling the weeds

byóc hoa flower

ca lång cái gì what?

cà (Cl. l¢m) cö danh grass for thatching

cà giçy (lçy) cö danh grass for thatching

cà mu²ng cây gói bánh type of grass whose leaves are for
wrapping a certain kind of cake

cà lÕi phäi l¡m true, all very well

cÕ dÕy, bäo to tell, order (someone)

các (=kí, kí các) gác upper storey

các ki¬m tra to inspect, take a census

cäi to, l¾n to be big

cäi cúm to l¡m very big

cäm dám dare (to do something) (intransitive)

cáng nhành branch (of a tree)

cang (Cl. ån) chum water jar

càng (Cl. ån) hàm jaw, chin

càng täß c¢m chin, underneath of chin

cáp (see tõ cáp)
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cát (see p'y¡c cát) cäi plants of the cabbage family

cáu (see p¥n cáu) cû to be old (of things)

cau gãi to scratch

cáy (Cl. tua) gà hen, chicken

cay tính to reckon

c¡m (see ðeng c¡m) tím purple, violet, brown

c¡m cung ði tu to be a recluse, nun, spinster

cåm câ?m to hold, clutch

c¢m (Cl. ån) câu, l¶i sentence, message, spoken word(s)

cÆm (=dìu) c¡m to plant, transplant

cån (see ðu±i cån) nhau each other

c¢n (Cl. ån) b¶, bên cÕnh edge, rim, next to

c¢n häi b¶ bi¬n sea shore

c¢n pác môi mi®ng lip

c¢n säß lân c§n to be neighbouring

c£n bóp to squeeze

c¢ng to bounce the shorter stick on top of the
longer in the game of khång

c¡p (Cl. ån) bçy trap, to trap (animals)

c¡p (Cl. tua) shellfish

c¡p hën (Cl. tua) cockle

c¡p pÕng con trai oyster

c£p ch§t to be crowded, narrow

c¤t lÕ, lÕnh strange, unusual, cold

câ?m c¤m to forbid

câ?n c¥n, g¤p to need, urgent

c¥n (Cl. tua) ngß¶i person, people

c¥n c¥n ai ai everyone

c¤p (Cl. tua) ªch frog

c¤t väy scale (of fish, reptile etc.)

câu tao, ta I (familiar, superior, arrogant; second
person being mâng)

câ?u chín nine
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c¥y ghét dirt, filth rubbed off body skin

c¥y kép g¥u dandruff

có ðun, ð¯t to boil, light (a fire)

có (Cl. c¥n) anh elder brother, you (first person being
n÷ng), I (second person being n÷ng)

có (Cl. mác) hÕt dë hazelnut

có thuê to hire (someone), to lose (money
through hiring someone)

co cây tree, plant, classifier for trees, plants

cò bênh to protect

cò (Cl. ån) c± neck

cò m× c± tay wrist

cò kha c± chân ankle

cò kheng to be obstinate

cóc (Cl. ån) giác horn (of an animal)

cóc (see slí cóc) góc corner, angle

c÷c (Cl. l¢m) cµt post, pillar

cón trß¾c before (of time)

c÷n ðánh to fight, strike, beat

còng cáy to hit the smaller stick out of the groove
with the larger stick, and then hit the
smaller stick in mid air in game of khång

cót ôm to hug

cót (Cl. p'én) bamboo mats

cô v¡c (=cµc v¡c) noise of moorhen, quack

c¯c g¯c, ð¥u beginning, origin

cµc v¡c (=cô v¡c) noise of moorhen, quack

c±m cúi to bend over, bend down

c±n ðít anus (not very polite)

c°n g£t to harvest

c¯ng ông cø grandfather

c¯ng chó t± tiên ancestor

c¯ng p'õ ông väi ancestor
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công sình công tình undertaking, task (of love), duty

c¥n công ngß¶i làm servant

c½ nàß ai ai whoever

c½ n¥y bây gi¶ now

cúa cüa of, possession by

cü gi¤u to hide, conceal

cü hØ thí c¤t to put away

cùm (Cl. ån) l² hole, grave

cùm ðâ?n (Cl. ån) gáy nape of neck

cún sôi to be boiling

cüng (Cl. tua) tôm shrimp

cu±i (Cl. ån) quä chu¯i banana (fruit)

cu±i (Cl. co) cây chu¯i banana (tree)

cu±n cu¯n to roll up

cúp (Cl. tua) ªch frog

cØ quy«n chü quy«n sovereignty

cßa mu¯i salt

c×n ðêm night

cß½?m (Cl. mác) chám olive

chá (see chäng chá) giá price

cha cay giä v¶ to pretend, imitate

cha two-storey plank house

chä giä to be false, fake

chä (Cl. co) mÕ seedling rice

chái không phäi not right, not

chài trai male

chàn bo to crawl

chàn dàn trellis

chang trong in

chang nØa half (bucketful etc.)

chäng nói to speak, talk

chäng chá m£c cä to bargain
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chäng cö nói chuy«n to converse, chat

chäng pây quây pây li nói xa, nói sôi to speak in a roundabout way, beat
about the bush

chäng quây nói xa to euphemise

chäng säß nói g¥n to speak plainly, bluntly

chÕng (=sÕng) (Cl. tua) voi elephant

chao giao to entrust

chäo nÕo to enter and destroy

chäo cháo rice gruel

chào trµn to mix

chÕo b©o to twist

chão chãn khó khån to be difficult

chÕt trßþt to slip, skid

chàu giàu to be rich

chÕu s¾m early

chaß h½i breath

chÕß h¥u, ðßa to wait on, to hand

chay gi°ng to plant

chÕy chi?a chÕy gi¤y to carry a message

ch¡c biªt to know

ch¡m ch¤m to dip

ch¡m n£m thai chªt ðu¯i to drown

chÆm ch¤m to dip

ch¡n (Cl. ån) chai bottle

chån th§t to be real, genuine, true

ch¡ng (=chính) m¾i to be or occur only then

ch¡p §u to perch (of birds)

châ?m ch¤m to dip

châ?p (=chíp) ðau, b¸ thß½ng to hurt (intransitive) to be hurt,
wounded

châ?p ðiªp yêu thß½ng to love, have compassion

ch§p g£p to meet (someone)

ch§p cån g£p nhau to meet each other

Note: Th± low level '�' is represented here as 'ã' 7



ch¤t bâ?y seven

ch¤u cÑu to save, rescue

ché hÕng sort, kind

chë cà chua tomato

chè qua (Cl. ån) bí ðao large cylindrical green squash

chen chiên to fry

chën (Cl. ån) chén cup

chèn (=sèn) ti«n money

chéng (Cl. p'én) chanh picture

chi gi¥y to trample, crush

chia (Cl. mác) quä väi lychee

chi?a (Cl. baß) gi¤y paper

chích chë to split (wood), open (fruit)

chích kh¡c l§p tÑc immediately

chiêng giêng January, first lunar month

chiêu nói to speak

chiêu c± truy®n c± story, legend

chiêu chäng nói to speak (at some length)

chìm (=sìm) nªm to taste

ch¸n nÕc lean (meat)

chình (Cl. pÑc) tß¶ng wall (made of compressed earth)

chînh bày bäo nó tell him

chíp (=ch¤p) ðau, b¸ thß½ng to hurt (intransitive) to be hurt,
wounded

chiu nhÕt tasteless

chung tín ðÞ lên to help up

chüng chúng the people

chu²i (=su²i) lau to wipe

chu¯n chui to slip through a narrow opening, to
steal (intransitive)

chúp mút, hôn to suck, kiss

chúp n¸u m× mút ngón tay to suck the fingers

chúp (Cl. ån) nón conical hat
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chÑ nh¾ to remember

chØ n¤u to cook

chæ (=sæ) phäi that's right

chØng chÑng proof, evidence, witness

chßþng nuôi to rear (animals, children)

dá r°i already, to finish

d¥u sáng d¥u lÕc peanut oil

díu to be careful

dìu c¡m to plant, transplant

dú ½? on, at

ðá chØi to insult

ða (Cl. ån) ð¸u cloth bag for carrying a child on one's
back

ðà ðà (Cl. tua) lÕc ðà camel

ðai không to be free, without charge, empty
handed

ðán sói to be bald

ðang ngoÕi outside, maternal

ðang (Cl. ån) thai, mình foetus, body

ðang mát thai foetus

ðang slì ðang to be continuous

ðäng lÕnh to be cold

ðäng ðäng h½i lÕnh coldish

ðäng ðáng to be worthy, deserve (good or bad)

ðao ðí (Cl. ån) xao star

ðäy ðßþc to be acceptable, all right

ð¡c ðß½?ng yên l£ng to be silent

ðåm c¤y to transplant rice

ðåm ðen, t¯i to be black, dark (night)

ðÆm cán straight handle of tool, knife, brush

ðÆn ngÑa to itch

ðång s¤m to thunder

ðång (Cl. ån) mûi nose



ð¡p cu¯i tháng end of the month, 30th of the month

ð¡p t¡t to extinguish (light, fire)

ð¤c (=ðích) trë to be young

ðâng trong inside

ðâu màu nâu brown

ðây t¯t, ð©p, lành good, nice, smooth, well in health, calm

ðây báo ð©p pretty, lovely (things), handsome (men)

ðây häy bu°n khóc fit to cry, to be about to cry

ðây khua bu°n cß¶i fit to laugh, laughable

ðây (Cl. ån) thang ladder

ðeng ðö red, brown, orange

ðeng c¡m maroon (colour)

ðéo mµt single, solitary

ðeo lonely, deserted

ðèo final particle

ðét n¡ng to be sunny

ðía h°i xßa long ago

ðích múc lên to lift up (e.g. bucket from well)

ði¬ng han to rust

ðiªp thß½ng, tiªc to love, regret

ði¬u nóng to be hot

ði¬u lìa, bö to leave, put

ðính ð± to pour

ðính h¾t to cut off small bits, skim, remove

ðíp s¯ng, tß½i to be fresh, alive

ðo ðü to be enough

ðóng tr¡ng white (of animal), albino

ð±i v¾i with

ðông (Cl. ån) r×ng forest

ðùa ch½i b¶i to be playful, to be a playboy

ðúc xß½ng bone

ðu±i v¾i with
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ðu±i cån v¾i nhau with one another, together

ðút hút to suck out

ðút lßþt hút máu to suck blood

ðß½n (Cl. tua) dun earthworm

é ½i hey, ah!

è final particle

ëo b¬ to break, bend

giá (ná) ð×ng don't (negative imperative)

giá r°i to have happened already

giá mì hay là or else

gia thu¯c medicine, herb, drug

gia baß thu¯c lá tobacco, cigarette

già che to get protection, take shelter

già final particle implying finality

giã già old, old person

giã tai bà gia mother-in-law

giác ðói hungry

giäi hÕn to make an appointment (particularly
with a priest)

giài cát sand

giÕi trái left (as opposed to right)

giao sáo bu°n s¥u to be sad, sorrowful, depressed

giao hí lo nghî to worry about something

giäo g÷i, kêu to call (for someone)

giäo nh¡c to lift

giào rØu, gi£t to wash, launder

giát nhäy to jump

giàu và, thÆng and, straight, honest

gi¥y thôi only, that's all

gi£c gi£t to wash, launder

giång (=lång) gì what, anything

gi£ng gi½ to raise (hand), to stretch out
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giân luôn always

gi¥u (=l¥u) (Cl. mác) ðu ðü papaya

giçy (=lçy) vß½n garden

gié bác father's elder brother

gié chÑ of course, aren't you?

gié (=lé) rë cheap

gièng (=lèng súc health

gî (=lî) dài to be long

gî gioÕt dài l¡m to be very long

giªt nhäy to jump

giªt du²i chân nghi? to stretch out the legs to rest

giªt lång nghi? lßng to lie on one's back

gin (Cl. ði¬u) thu¯c medicine, herb, drug

gin can thu¯c lá tobacco leaves

gin keo thu¯c lào tobacco

gin p'i«n thu¯c phi®n opium

giµc cö weeds

gi±ng gi¯ng species, breed

gi°ng ðÑng to stand

gi°ng giú ðÑng lÕi to stand still

giÞng thÑ kind, species

giú sanh to give birth

giú ½? to live, rest, behave

giù hay là or

giù . . . giù v×a . . . v×a both . . . and

giù (=lù) l² hole

giû lÕi, thì then

giùa (of water) to drip in

gium mßþn to borrow (money)

giûng (=lûng) sáng to be bright

gi× gì what?

giñ (=slñ) mua to buy
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giØa (Cl. mác) dÑa pineapple

giß¶ng món dish

giñng ng×ng lÕi to stop short

giñng th¨o ng×ng lÕi to stop short

giß½?ng choáng m¡t to be dazzling

giß¶ng (=lß¶ng) (Cl. ån) nhà house

giÑt ß¾t wet

giÑt (Cl. mác) nho grape

hä nåm five

hai (Cl. ån) m£t trång moon

häi b¬ sea

hài (Cl. tói) ðôi gi¥y a pair of shoes

hài (Cl. kha) chiªc gi¥y a shoe

hài kêu to call out, cry out

hãi hÕi to harm

ham khiêng to carry a heavy thing between two or
more persons

hàm lÕnh to be cold

hán (Cl. tua) ng²ng goose

han (Cl. tua) kind of caterpillar

háng chþ market

Háng Tån Ð°ng Ðång name of a town in North Vietnam

hang (Cl. ån) ðuôi, cu¯i nail, end (of street, garden)

hang l×a stern (of boat)

häng buµc to fix, set (snare)

häng póng ðánh bÞi to trap (animal)

häng giÕng th¤t lßng cloth belt

häng p'e to have a funeral

hao ngáp to yawn

hao l¥m ngáp to yawn

häo khá lâu rather a long time

häo lai hâng giá lâu r°i a long time already, quite a while ago
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häo ti®n convenient (literary word)

háp gánh to carry on a pole over the shoulder, a
load carried in such a way

hÕp hþp fitting, matching

hÕp cån hþp nhau to unite

haß sao how?

häy khóc to cry

häy khi?n häy l°ng khóc lên khóc xu¯ng to go up and down crying

häy s¡c Ñc to sob

hãy nªu mà if

h¡m (=hÆm) ðÞ to improve

hÆm ch£t to chop

h¢m p'a l¢ng t¤t cä all, the whole

hån th¤y to see, perceive, notice

hån lÕ th¤y lÕ to be surprised

hån quá to experience (something)

h¡p ðóng to close

h¡t (=hét) làm to do, make

h¡t slèo làm theo to obey

hâ?m ð¡p to cover with a blanket

hâ?m ð÷i to wear (hat), carry on the head

hân (Cl. tua) cáo fox

hâng lâu a long time

hâng hâng luôn luôn always, often

hâu (Cl. tua) ch¤y head louse

hâu m¥n (Cl. tua) ch¤y r§n body louse

hâu ngß¶i ta .

hâ?u hi¬m nguy hi¬m dangerous

héc (Cl. ån) chäo frying pan

hét (=h¡t) làm to do, make

hi¬u bßng to carry with two hands

hin (Cl. khão) ðá stone, rock
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hình th¡ng to win

hò khi time, period

hói gõ to knock on, rap

hom th½m fragrant, tasty

h¯c sáu six

hông cüa of, belonging to

hông kin ð° ån food

hông hâu ngß¶i ta they

h¯t co to shrink

hú cüa belonging to

hua (Cl. ån) ð¥u head

húi hüi to be a leper

hung n¤u to cook

hung kin n¤u ð° ån to cook food

hút gi¯ng to resemble

huy«n strip of material

hÑa m° hôi sweat

hØ cho to give, let, allow, for

hý (=hÖ) hý to be happy

hý hÕ (=hÖ hÕ) vui m×ng to be glad, joyful

ím no to be full (after eating)

ính tí a little bit

ính sình bây gi¶ now

i?nh ít a little bit, a little while

íp lßþm to gather, pick up

ké già old (person)

kë cß¾i to take off, undo, unloose

këm má cheek

këm bóng ð°ng ti«n dimples

këm nä má cheek

kéng chßa not yet, yet?

kèng nghiêng to be askew
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keo kinh Vietnamese

këo kéo to pull

këo (Cl. ån) kéo scissors

k©o nhai to chew

kép g¥u dandruff

k©t (=kh©t) c¡t to cut

kí nhæng thÑ gì, các all, the various

kí các các all

ki? m¤y, vài a few, some

ki? lai bao nhiêu how many?, how much?

kì l¥n không sao it doesn't matter

kík (Cl. khão) gÕch brick

kiªm (Cl. mÕc) cây gß½m sword

kiªt thành kªt thành to fit together

kiêu dæ to be fierce

kim vàng gold

kìm (=kèm m£n salty

kin ån, u¯ng to eat, drink, consume

kin cha nà lÇy th×a th÷ heir (natural or adopted)

kin giú ån ½? to behave, live

kin lâ?u ån ti®c feast

kin nûng to wear clothes, to dress, appearance,
turnout

kin so ån xin to beg (for a living)

kình (=chình) (Cl. ån) mình, thai, mang body, foetus

kíp classifier for planks

kö (Cl. vàm, c¢m) chuy®n conversation

kha (Cl. ån) chân, ði bµ foot, leg (or person, trousers), to walk

kha bän thôn quê countryside

khä giªt to kill, murder, butcher

khai bán to sell

khai gä to promise a daughter in marriage
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khäm bß¾c lên to climb, to wade, to go

khao màu tr¡ng white, spotlessly white

khäo to hit something into the air

khäo khin (Cl. co) chàm indigo tree

khão cái, hòn, cøc lump, classifier for stone, beick, tree
stump; also in other dialects classifier for
flour etc.

khão hin cây s¯ kilometre

khát rách, ðÑt to be torn, snapped

kháu (Cl. ån) g¯i knee

khau (Cl. pò) núi, r×ng mountain, woods

khÕu (Cl. p'õ) em trái ngoÕi, c§u mother's younger brother

kháß khát, khô to be dry, thirsty

khãß sßng swollen

khay m½? to open

khay tha nä to do something for appearance sake

khåm râm shadow, shade

kh¢m t¯i dark, night

khån gáy to crow

kh¡p c¤p rank

khâm ðáng bitter (literal or figurative)

khâm khö nghî Ñc to reflect with indignation

kh¤p c¡n to bite

khâ?u vào to enter

khâ?u cò benh vñc to protect, defend

khâ?u (Cl. múi) gÕo, c½m, lúa rice (cooked or uncooked)

khâ?u gi× ngô corn, maize

khâ?u nhàß ngô corn, maize

khâ?u t¤y ngô corn, maize

khe (Cl. p'én) chài fishing net

khen (Cl. ån) cánh tay arm

khen slØa tay áo sleeve

khën sõi to speak clearly and fluently
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kheng cÑng to be hard

kheng c¡c cÑng l¡m very hard

kheo màu xanh green, blue

khëo (Cl. l¢m, tèo) rång tooth

khi? i?a, cÑt faeces, dung

khiªc b± to split, cleave (wood)

khi®c (Cl. tói, kha) gu¯c wooden shoe

khiê~ng cãi to argue

khiêu hôi to stink

khim (Cl. mÕc) kim needle, pin

khi?n lên to go up

khìu (=v÷ng) hammock

kho co to shrink, shrivel

khö khó, kh± to be difficult, wretched

khö ngà kh± nghèo to be miserably poor

khò gù to be hunchbacked

kh÷t cøt maimed, shortened limb

khóa (Cl. baß) qu¥n trousers

khöa khóa lock

khoái mau, nhanh quickly

khoái táng mau lên to hurry up

khoäi (Cl. ån) xoáy spiral, crown of the head where the hair
spirals

khoán cào to scratch

khoát to claw (of a cat), to scratch (of a dog)

khoÕt (Cl. ån) quÕt fan

khoån sinh nhñt, linh h°n birthday, anniversary, soul

kh÷c (Cl. ån) chu°ng pen for animals

khoé b¾i to dig up (with fingers, paws)

khoét (Cl. tua) con nhái toad

khói khöi out of, away from

khói nä v¡ng m£t absent
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khöi tôi, tôi t¾ I, me (used to non-relative), slave,
servant

khõi s¨ future

khõn sân courtyard

khót chäu to wear the hair in a bun

khôn lông hair (of human body), fur, feather

khôn ch¥u lông mài eyebrow

khôn s¥u lông mài eyebrow

khû mÕy áo quan coffin

khua cß¶i to smile

khum (Cl. ån) l² hole in the earth

khún phân manure

khun chån to tend (animals)

khun chßþng nuôi n¤ng to bring up, rear

khuô?i (Cl. ån) su¯i spring, stream

khu¯p seance to bring back spirits from the
dead

khuý cÞi to sit astride (horse, bicycle), to wear
(shoes, socks)

khuÛ cuì to kneel down

khuýu l¥m thüy gió to whistle

khßa (Cl. ån) vûng hole, puddle

khßa nà vûng ruµng field water-hole, ditch

khßa n£ vûng nß¾c water-hole

khß½i (Cl. p'õ, løc) r¬ bridegroom, son-in-law

khß½?i gµi to shampoo, wash (hair)

khß¾ng mái female hen

là (Cl. tua) rám insect which eats clothes

lä (Cl. ån) rá basket for washing rice and carrying
things

lÕc rê~ root

lái (=lói) kéo lê to trail, pull

lái lþp lÕi to retile (a roof)
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lai nhi«u, l¡m many, very, much

lai lai nhi«u l¡m very much, very many

lai n÷i sl¡c i? much or little, as much as possible

lài oan to be condemned unjustly

lÕi lê~ to perform a ceremony

làm (Cl. ån) giö market basket

lÕm to sling (around one, e.g. sash, raincoat
over shoulders)

lan (Cl. c¥n) cháu grandchild

lang rang to pop (corn)

lÕng nâng to pick up and support

l£ng (=gi£ng) (Cl. tèo) th¤t lßng sash

lãng nhà, chu°ng house, pen (for buffaloes)

láo l¥m to be wrong, mistaken

láo giàng con cßu sheep

lao sþ to be afraid

läo láo to be insolent, impertinent

lào mÞ fat, grease

lào løc khó nh÷c to be tiring, painful

lào ðo to measure (by lengths of a stick)

lÕo sl§t th§ thà genuine

lÕp chÕp December

lÕp nén bar (of gold or incense)

lÕp lûn b§y, løc ðøc to be obscene, in discord

láu cÕ rü to urge, inveigle

l¡c chuông bell

l£c c¡p, trµm to steal, thief, to do something secretly,
by stealth

l£c my÷c trµm c¡p theft

l¢m cám bran

l¢m cu¯n to roll (transitive)

l¢m t® (of an illness) to be bad

l¢m tß¾i to water (plants)

Note: Th± low level '�' is represented here as 'ã' 20



l¢m sþi classifier for cord, street, string, strip (of
cloth) etc.

lång lßng back

lång sau to be after, behind

lång (=giång) gì, ðâu what, where?

lång m× mu bàn tay back of hand

lång khò gù lßng to be hunchbacked

l¢ng (Cl. ån) t± nest, den, cowshed

l¡p close (ears, eyes)

l¡p su, l¡p tha là giú à lo to shut oneself in to think about a
problem

l£p mài to sharpen

l¤c l¤c the roundness of a spinning thing

l§c såu deep

l¥m (Cl. sá) gió wind

l¥m pÕo (Cl. sá) c½n bão gió squall

l§m ngã to fall

l¥n (Cl. l¢m) dây, cách thin string, cord, twine, distance from

l¥n pác binding round the top of a large basket
(thúng)

lçn hàng all the (day etc.)

l¥p k¸p in time, keeping up with

lâ?u rßþu wine

l¥u (=gi¥u) (Cl. mác) ðu ðü papaya

l¥u (=gi¥u) mình I, we, self

l§u (Cl. ån) chu°ng cage, pen

lây chäy to flow (water, tears etc.)

lçy (=giçy) (Cl. ån) vß¶n garden

lé rë to be cheap

l¨n chÕy to run

leng danh reputation, fame

leng ti¬ng danh dñ honour
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lèng afternoon tea (small meal for visitors at
about 2 p.m.)

lèng (=gièng) khöe to be strong, well

l©ng to be dry (of weather), period after
planting when there is no rain

lèo (=slèo) theo to follow

lªch sát iron (the metal)

lì (=gì) dài to be long

li®ng giæ to keep

li?n ch½i to play, visit, amuse oneself

lì (Cl. tua) con tê tê pangolin, ant eater

l¸n (Cl. tèo, ån) lßÞi tongue

lính d¯c to be sloping, steep, hills

li?nh lính soldier

lình (Cl. tua) khi? monkey

lình lë (of 100, 1000) to be followed by
additional units, zero

l¸p móng nail (of hand or foot), hoof

lîu ch½i to play, visit, amuse oneself

ló (Cl. ån) r± bamboo basket larger than rá

lò (Cl. ån) giö large round market basket

l÷ rõ to be clear, distinct

lõ (Cl. tèo) ðß¶ng road, way

l÷c phai to fade (of colour)

lõng trêu to tease, pester

loi (Cl. ån) roi whip

lòi (Cl. ån) nõ, nµi core, inside

lòi hua to go bareheaded

l÷i l²i fault, mistake

l¯c móc to pluck out, tear out (with the fingers)

lµc (Cl. co) cây cö grass

lôi (=lái) kéo lê to drag

lµn mà to correct
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l¯ng (=sl¯ng) ðßua to bring (someone)

l±ng xu¯ng to go down

l±ng lính to go downhill, to go down

lú final particle

lu (Cl. ån) l÷ vase, jar

lù l² hole

lùa dâu daughter-in-law

lúc tàß lúc nào any time, all the time

løc (Cl. tua) con, ðÑa child, small animal

løc chai con giai boy, son

løc chßþng con nuôi adopted child

løc ð¤c trë con small child

løc eng trë con small child

løc khång small stick in game of khång

løc sl½? apprentice to a priest

løc m× ngón tay finger

lúm thøt to collapse (of a person)

lüm gi¯ng to be like

lùm quên to forget

lûm s¶ to touch

lûng (=giûng) sáng bright

luông (ðß¶ng) cái main (road)

lu±ng ear (of wheat)

lu°ng (Cl. tua) r°ng dragon

løp s¶ to stroke

lút tuµt to slide down, slip

lß lìa vþ to divorce

l× (Cl. tua) l×a donkey

lÑa th×a to be left over

lßa liªc to peer from the corner of one's eyes

l×a (Cl. bß½?ng) thuy«n, ðò boat, sampan, junk

lßþc lña, ch÷n to choose
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lß½?n nhÇn to be smooth

lß½?n myáp sÇn sàng smoothed down, ready

lß¶n (=giß¶n) nhà house

lß¶n bªp nhà bªp kitchen

lß¶n ðéo empty house

lß½ng màu vàng yellow, pale

lß¶ng mát to be cool

lßþt máu blood

lßþt (Cl. tua) r®p bed bug

ma final particle

ma (Cl. tua) chó dog

mà tr½? v« to return

mà lång sau khi afterwards

mÕ (Cl. tua) ngña horse, triangle (?) which used to be worn
on a horse but now is used in offering
sacrifices

mác quä classifier for round things, fruit, beads
etc.

mác pëng men yeast

mÕc ch¡c to be solidaly filled out (ear of corn)

mÕc ð° dùng classifier for tools and instruments

mäi góa to be widowed

mäi p'õ góa ch°ng to be a widow

mäi m¨ góa ch°ng to be a widower

màn chØa to be pregnant

mát chØa to be pregnant (impolite)

mät mát to be cool (of weather)

mÕt lau to wipe

máß m¾i to be new

mÕy (Cl. co) g² timber

mÕy lòi g² nõ the core of timber

m¡c b§n busy

m¡n ch¡c, b«n to be sturdy, durable
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m¡n táng ch¡c ch¡n to be firm, stable, steady

m£n (Cl. mác) m§n plum

mÇn (Cl. ån) khoai potato, tuber

mÇn büng khoai lang sweet potato

mÇn mÕy s¡n manioc

mÇn tây khoai tây Irish potatoes

mÇn viªt bùa to write a charm

mÇng m§p to be plump, fat

m¡t (Cl. tua) b÷ flea

m¡t ma (Cl. tua) b÷ chó dog flea

m£t p'äi a piece of cloth

mân hôi to smell bad

mân (=min) nó he, she, it

m¥n tròn to be round

m¥n nhàng (Cl. tua) con chiên, cßu sheep

mâng mày you (familiar, arrogant, superior)

m¥ng classifier for feast

m§t (Cl. tua) kiªn ant

m¥u màu colour

m¥u rÑc, say to have a headache, be drunk

m¥u hua váng ð¥u to be dizzy

mây (Cl. l¢m chi? thread, silk, string

mâ?y cháy to be burnt

mé m© mother

mè không? question word (follows sæ)

m¨ vþ wife, woman

m¨ c¯c vþ cä first wife, principal wife

m¨ hai vþ hai second wife

m¨ giã bà nµi paternal grandmother

m¨ khång large stick in game of khång

m¨ lùa cô dau bride
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m¨ pä nã woman assistant to a priestess (not
necessarily a relative)

m¨ then bà then priestess, necromancer

mem sôi b¢ng nhau equal to one another (French même soi)

mén trèo to climb up

mén khi?n trèo lên to climb up

mèng (Cl. tua) winged insect

mèng mão (Cl. tua) con m¯i bay flying ant, winged termite

mèng nhùng (Cl. tua) con mu²i mosquito

mèng ph¥n (Cl. tua) con ru°i housefly

méo (Cl. tua) mèo cat

mí (Cl. n£m) gi¤m vinegar

mí không no, not, question word

mí giß¶ng haß không th¬ nào not anyhow

mí quen slày không sao it doesn't matter

mi (Cl. tua) g¤u bear

mì có to have, yes

m¸ (Cl. mác) mít jackfruit

min (=mân) nó he, she, it

min ð°ng piastre

mînh tâm vinh tân to be honoured

mînh (Cl. ån) s¯, mÕng destiny, life

mînh s±ng mÕng s¯ng life (as opposed to death)

mo (Cl. p'õ) th¥y s¯ astrologer

mö (Cl. ån) n°i pan

mò (Cl. tua) bò cow, ox

mò pì (Cl. tua) th¢n l¢n lizard

móc sß½ng mù misty dew, haze, cloud

mòi mai match (between a man and a woman)

m÷m ch§p instant

m÷m ðåm ch§p t¯i nightfall

mon (Cl. ån) g¯i pillow
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mòn (Cl. ån) món, vi®c dish (of food), matter, problem

mòn thÑ t¯t a good kind

mong m¯c grey

mòng kêu to make a loud noise

m¯c (Cl. ån) bao tü stomach

m¯c slâ?y bøng stomach

mµc sßÞng thþ mµc carpenter

m°ng p¯p plop!

mÞ pày h°i xßa old times, long ago

mÞ ðía h°i xßa old times, long ago

mu (Cl. tua) lþn pig

mù (Cl. ån) mû hat

müa ngh¸ch mischievous, naughty, playful

müa múa to dance (ritually)

müa ch¥u múa ch¥u to dance (ritually)

mu¯i hµt seed, classifier for grains of rice, peanut

múc nòn bu°n ngü sleepy

møc tøc to be stupid

mûm (=mçm) (Cl. l¢m) râu beard, whiskers

mùn tròn to be round

mûn bøi, vøn dust, crumbs

müng (Cl. ån) thúng large bsket

mùng lþp to roof

mùng mong to hope

m× (Cl. ån) tay hand, arm

mñ ngày day

m×a v« to return home

m×a giú b¡t ð¥u to begin

mña lúc when

mß½i tuyªt snow

mß¶ng nhi«u nhß thª này many like this

mÑt lÑng sÕch s¨ hªt all clean

Note: Th± low level '�' is represented here as 'ã' 27



MyÕ name of a wooded mountain near LÕng
S½n

myÕc tr½n, x¤u to be slippery, bad

myày ð±i to exchange, change

my¢m (Cl. ån) vòng tay bracelet

my¢m (Cl. thúa) ð§u ðûa chopstick beans

my§n ch§t to be broken (bone)

my¤u du, d² to flatter, coax

my¤u van d² ngµt to coax with sweet promises

my¥u (Cl. baß, co) gi¥u betel

myòn (Cl. ån) nhân kernel

ná d¥y thick

nä (Cl. ån) m£t, trß¾c face, in front of

nà ruµng ricefield

nà lçy ð¤t ruµng land (property)

nã mþ mother's younger brother's wife

nã lùa mþ mother's younger brother's wife

nái m®t to be tired

nài (=nhài) (Cl. n£m) nß¾c dãi saliva

nài sß½ng frost, dew

nam (=m¸) (Cl. mác) m¸t jackfruit

nam (Cl. tèo) gai thorn

nãn khó to be difficult

nÕn (Cl. tua) hiêu small red deer

náu gi§n angry

náu phäi, chi? must, only

náu m¾i just recently, just now

náu vày v×a m¾i just recently, just now

naß (bu±i) sáng morning

naß chÕo sáng s¾m early morning

näß nh© light (of work or weight)

nàß ai, nào who, whoever
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n¡c nÕng to be heavy, difficult (to hear,
understand), burdensome

nÆm nghî to ponder, think

n£m nß¾c water, liquid

n£m mß½i nß¾c ðá ice

nång da, vö skin, leather

nÇng ng°i to sit, seat

nÇng tín ng°i d§y to sit up

n¥m (Cl. ån) bú, vú mother's milk, breast

n¥m mòn sæa bò cows' milk

n§n ðó, ¤y there, that

n¤ng (=n¾ng) mµt one

n¥u th¯i to be rotten

n§u (Cl. mác) khuy button

nâ?y này this

né (=ní) final particle

nè particle used after each item in a list

nem ½? còn to remain

nën nªn, ðèn cây candle

nèn tªt feast, holiday

ní (=né) final particle

ni chÕy to run

nì you, us (to a friend)

n¸n nu¯t to swallow

n¸p k©p to press

n¸u (Cl. ån) ngón finger, toe, digit

n÷c ngòai outside, out

n÷i ít a little

non (Cl. tua) sâu worm

nòn ngü, n¢m to sleep, lie down

nòn ð¡c ngü ngon to sleep well

nòn kèng n¢m nghiêng to lie on one side
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nòng (Cl. n£m) løt flood

n÷ng em younger sibling, I, you

nµc (Cl. tua) chim bird

nµc cu (Cl. tua) b° câu pigeon, dove

nµc cháu (Cl. tua) chim cò stork

nµc chóc (Cl. tua) chim së sparrow

nµc kéo (Cl. tua) bird like a starling, but with buff
plumage and yellow legs, often tamed as
a pet

nµc khÕc (Cl. tua) b° câu pigeon

nµc phây (Cl. tua) chích wren

nµc vác (Cl. tua) moorhen

n½ final particle

n¾ng =(n¤ng) mµt one

nu (Cl. tua) chuµt rat, mouse

nua nªp glutinous (rice)

nûng m£c to wear

nu¯c ðiªc to be deaf

nßa trên above

nña th¸t meat

nØng nhi«u much, a lot

ngà mè sesame

ngác gác to guard

ngai ngØa on one's back

ngài bæa trßa midday meal

ngãi dê~ to be easy

ngãi (Cl. baß, pëng) gäi (?) a kind of leaf used to make cakes

ngám m¾i, tÑc thì to have just recently happened, to fit

ngám slim to please, to suit

ngän bu°n to be sad, dismal, not nice (place),
unbearable (of work)

ngáng cành branch, stalk

ngäo ði?nh top, summit, peak
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ngäo hua ði?nh ð¥u top of the head

ngào bóng shadow, shade, to be dull, boring

ngÕo to overturn

ng¡c ngoáy hua l¡c ð¥u to shake one's head

ng¥n bÕc silver

ng¥n chèn ti«n bÕc money

nghé (=ån) cái classifier for things

nghe ngâ?m sþ quá very frightening

nghen ghen to be jealous

ngh©ng mature (of tea etc.)

nghéo nä quay m£t to look round, behind

nghët ghét to hate

ngó to crane one's neck

ngõ tôi I (used between friends)

ng÷ tña to lean (on)

ng÷a ng¯i tile

ngõa (Cl. mác) vä fig

ngoàng (Cl. tua) ve s¥u cicada

ngòi xem to see, look at, look after

ngòi sli¬u to despise

ng÷ng ð² to stop, park

ngù (Cl. tua) r¡n snake

ngß¾i g½?i to send

nhä (Cl. co) cö, rau grass, vegetables, weeds

nhä thu¯c medicine

nhài (=nài) dãi saliva

nhàng bß¾c to step

nhàng kha ði bµ to walk

nhÇm dÇm to crush, tread, trample

nhâ?m u¯ng to drink (especially wine)

nhång s¯ng to be alive

nh¢ng còn also, and, still
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nh£p khâu to sew

nhé trß¾c earlier

nhi nhß like, similar to

nhî allomorph of two, occurring before or
after slíp

nhìn nh§n to acknowledge

nhìn sá xin l²i to beg pardon

nhình gái to be female

nh÷m nhuµm to dye

nhõm xem to look at

nhû r½m straw (for fodder)

nhùng nhàng nªu mà if

nhúp nháp rác litter, refuse

ò ° oh!

ò th¢ng boy, lad

óc ra to go out, to put out

óc chai ra ngoài outside of

óc khi? ði tiêu, ði i?a to defaecate

óc løc sanh to give birth

oi sloi (=a sloi) bâ?n dirty

öi (Cl. co) mía sugarcane

öm (Cl. khão) tã diaper, napkin

ón trë, non, mêm young, tender, soft

on oi to be muggy

ön slim yên ±n, yên l£ng to be safe, secure

±m ¯m to be ill

±ng ðâ?y to push (impolite)

¯t bö vào to put in

½ oh!

pá (Cl. p'õ) ba father

pá bøi clump

pä bá father's elder sister, you
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pác (Cl. ån) mi®ng mouth

pác lai talkative, gossipy

pác tu gate, in front of the house

pác tråm hundred

päc (see bäc)

pài (Cl. tÇng) chi«u afternoon

pài (Cl. ån) mái roof

pan ném, ðáp to catch, throw

Pan Y Man tribes in North Vietnam

páng (Cl. ån) hông thigh

pang hµ, giúp, giùm to help

pang to trim (trees to make posts for a house -
round or square)

pÕng nØa half

páo kháo to celebrate

páo chö kháo t± to celebrate the ancestors

pao bao bag, package

pao ph¥y hµp qu©t box of matches

pao hÑa to promise

pào cÕo to shave

pào thóc unhusked rice, paddy

pÕo tÕt to lash, sting, slap

pát (Cl. ån) bát eating bowl

pày l¥n time, occasion

pÕy â?n to hide (intransitive)

p¡c c¡m to put, thrust

p¢m (see p¥m)

p¡n day, quay to spin round, turn

pån chia to divide

pång trä to pay

p¢ng giÕo bÕn friend

p£p näi hand (of bananas)
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p¡t b¡t, nh§n to arrest, receive (letter)

p¡t (Cl. mác) hµt chu²i beads

p¥m (=p¢m) gøc to bend down, lie down

p¥m p¤p n¢m s¤p to lie on the stomach

p¥n nhß, thành, nên, b¢ng, gi¯ng
similar to, by means of, to 'take' (of
flowers becoming fruit)

p¥n cáu nhß trß¾c as before

p¥n gi× haß, p¥n haß thª nào anyhow, what to do, what can you do?

p¥n n§n nhß thª like that

p¥n nâ?y nhß v§y like this

p¥n tàß thª nào how?

p¤p s¤p to lie on one's stomach

p¤t (Cl. tua) v¸t duck

p¤u th±i to blow

p¥u lòng lap

p§u phù to help, assist

pây ði to go

pe tàu trú tr÷ to lodge, take shelter

péc dán to stick

p©c p© sÕch s¨ to be clean

pën (Cl. kíp) ván plank

peng kéo to pull

pëng bánh cake, bread

pëng ð¡ng bánh gio 'ash cakes'

pëng giÑt bánh gio 'ash cakes'

pëng pán bánh gai, bánh täi a kind of cake

pèo (Cl. ån) gáo dipper, lading can

pét tám eight

pi b¡p classifier for top part of limb

pi nåm year

pi chai nåm kia the year before last

pi lång nåm sau the year after next
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pi mÑ nåm m¾i the new year

pi nä sang nåm next year

pi quá nåm ngoái last year

pi? ví to compare

pì béo, mÞ to be fat, a fat thing, fat, grease

pì cßa p'y¡c nhä các thÑ ð° ån provisions, food

pi (Cl. tua) chu°n chu°n dragonfly

piªn biªn to change (into p¥n)

pích (Cl. ån) cánh wing (of bird)

pinh (Cl. tua) ði?a leech

pi?nh nß¾ng to bake, roast

pi?nh (=pënh) bánh cake, bread

p¸t phÕ ông tr¶i, ½? trên tr¶i heaven

po vò to crumple

pò (Cl. ån) núi mountain

p÷ du, ðâ?y to play, amuse oneself, push

pön (=p±n) v¯n principal, capital (money)

pòng mêm to be soft

pót ph±i lungs

pót (Cl. ån) empty corn cob

pµc l§t to capsize

pôm nóng to be hot

p±n (=pön) v¯n principal, capital (money)

p¯t ð°n post, station (French poste)

pú (Cl. p'õ) ông nµi, cø, b¯ paternal grandfather, father (loosely),
paternal side of the family

pu (Cl. tua) cua crab

pü b±, giúp to be nourishing, to help

pù (Cl. ån) b¥u sphere, globe, something round

pù tín ðÞ lên to help someone up

pøc (Cl. mác) bß½?i pomelo

pún nØa half
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pu°n bu°n sad

pu°n bÑ bu°n nôn to feel sick

pÑc bÑc classifier for drawing, wall

pß¾c vö peel, skin

pß¾t nhão to be pasty, clammy, doughy

phà (Cl. p'én) chån blanket

phÕ (Cl. p'õ) gi¶i sky, heaven, God

phÕc hát (Cl. co, ån) bí pumpkin

phài chèo to paddle, row

phãm phÕm to commit, violate

phan to revive

Phan Pháp French

phãn vÕn ten thousand

Phãn Slình Phàn Sinh group of Nung, a Nung clan

phàng mù blind

phát ðäng b¸ s¯t to have a fever

phát ô?m b¸ ¯m to be ill

phát sài phát tài to be prosperous, rich

phät phát to distribute

phÕt (Cl. tói) ðôi t¤t pair of socks

ph£c mong bí pumpkin

ph¢n ph¥n part, share

ph¢n (hµt) gi¯ng seed for planting

ph£n ch½i to play

ph¢ng m×ng to be pleased

ph¡t säy to winnow (rice)

ph§t sôi to be boiling

ph¥y lØa fire

ph¥y (Cl. mác) dâu da mulberry

phèn chuy¬n to change direction, transmit

phi phát u±ng phí to waste, squander

phi«n phi? phi«n phí to trouble, annoy
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phìn cüi firewood

phòng sóng to go in waves

phú (Cl. ån) bµ set

phú ðúc (Cl. ån) bµ xß½ng skeleton

phú th±i ra to blow out

phøc (Cl. p'én) chiªu mat

phuông góc corner

phß¶ng (Cl. co) rÕ stubble of rice stalk

phÑt pan b¸ cäm to have a cold

pyá giä to lie, deceive

pyá trä, giä to pay

pyá c¢m giä l¶i to reply

pya (Cl. tua) cá fish

pya lay (Cl. tua) lß½n eel

pya l¤t (Cl. tua chÕch small eel

pya (Cl. mÕc) dao knife

pyái giäi to spread, cover

pyàng láo to be false, lying, deceitful

pyay ng÷n peak (of tree mÕy)

py¥u bæa t¯i evening meal

pyóc (Cl. ån) nhçn ring

pyóc m× (Cl. ån) nhçn finger ring

pyói (=pyúi) tha to forgive, release

pyóng (=pyóc) (Cl. ån) nhçn ring

pyóng m× (Cl. ån) nhçn finger ring

py¯c tâm (Cl. tua) m¯i ð¤t termite

pyú c¥n tín to rouse someone (from sleep)

pyúi (=pyói) tha to forgive, release

p'a (Cl. tua) ba ba turtle

p'a tu cánh cØa door-leaf

p'ä to open up

p'ä (Cl. pÑc) miªng mành shade, blind, screen of wood, shutter
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p'ä m× bàn tay palm (of hand)

p'ä kha bàn chân sole (of foot)

p'ä (Cl. ån) mây cloud

p'ä phá to destroy

p'ä vãi phá to destroy

p'ác g½?i to send

p'ai (Cl. ån) ao fish pond

p'äi phäi to have to, must, should

p'äi väi material

p'äng p¤t lúa mì wheat

p'át to scythe, slash with a knife

p'ät h¡t to sweep (of rain)

p'áy (Cl. mÕy) tre bamboo

p'ån m¶ to dream

p'ång chôn to bury

p'ång póc chôn to bury

p'ân giûa to file, smooth, polish

p'ân mßa to rain

p'ân lûa gi÷t mßa raindrop

p'ân phân, phân bi®t to distinguish

p'ân sØ to judge between

p'¤t (Cl. mác) ¾t, cay peppery-hot, red pepper

p'¤t hÑa rôm prickly heatr

p'©c sÕch clean

p'©c p'è (=p©c p©) sÕch s¨ to be clean

p'én classifier for nets, carpets, blankets etc.

p'én p'äi sheet

p'en g÷t to peel with a knife

p'eng dßa vine-link plant

p'eng la la gong

p'eng lî dßa gang large cucumber

p'ëo hái to pluck (fruit from a tree)
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p'ép phep permission, magical power

p'ét vÕi water jar

p'eo (Cl. mÕy) tre höa a kind of bamboo

p'í mí eyelid

p'í tha mí m¡t eyelid

p'í mép corner of the mouth

p'í pác lip (impolite)

p'i (Cl. tua) ma spirit, ghost

p'i chùa ma chùa temple spirit

p'i lòi a kind of spirit

p'i pâ?u pú ancestral spirit

p'i py¯ng (=p'i p'y¡n) ma gà evio spirit

p'i slß½ng whirlwind spirit

p'i thai giã spirits of those who died in an epidemic

p'i then ma cúng (evil) spirit

p'i thó neighbourhood spirit

p'î anh, ch¸ elder sibling

p'î n÷ng bà con relations, relatives

p'i?a vÕch to uncover (esp. part of the body)

p'iªn (Cl. ån) mortar made from a hollowed out log

p'i«n phi®n opium

p'iêng b¢ng to be even, level

p'iêng p¤t b¢ng thÆng level and straight

p'i¬u (Cl. tua) beo panther

p'inh sß½?i to warm oneself

p'ít g¤m brocade, damask, embroidered silk

p'õ ch°ng, ông husband, man

p'õ m¨ thâ?u cha m© mother and father

p'õ gié bác uncle

p'õ phÕ ông gi¶i heaven, God,

p'õ pháp th¥y pháp sorcerer

p'õ thão th¥y cúng priest (officiating at funerals)
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p'÷t b÷t foam

p'¯ng gÕp to meet

p'ông vá to patch, mend

p'ua mîa (=p'õ m¨) vþ ch°ng husband and wife

p'úc buµc to tie up

p'ûng chÕy ra to run out

p'Ña ð¬ to leave

p'Ña trong khi during, whilst

p'ß¾c p¡n ln khoai môn jungle potato

p'ya (Cl. pò) núi ðá rocky mountain

p'yác (Cl. ån) trán forehead

p'yác r¡c to sprinkle

p'y¡c (Cl. co) rau vegetable

p'y¡c cát (Cl. co) cäi mustard plant

p'y¡c cát khao(Cl. co) cäi b© tr¡ng plant like a spring cabbage but with a
white stem

p'y¡c büng rau mu¯ng spinach-like vegetable

p'y¡c h°m rau d«n kind of vegetable

p'y¡c kin thñc phâ?m foodstuff, provisions

p'yäi ði to go

p'yäi kha ði bµ to walk

p'yâng (=p'yung) rát to be sore

p'yâm (Cl. l¢m) tóc hair of the head

p'yói dòn crisp

p'yom g¥y to be thin

p'yom héo g¥y mòn to grow thin

p'yong lu¯ng furrow, rill

p'yöng nØa half

qua (Cl. ån) dßa plant of the cucumber family

qua lß¶ng dßa h¤u water melon

qua n£m dßa h¤u water melon

quai khôn to be wise
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quáng chum water jar

quang (Cl. tua) con nai deer

quäng rµng to be wide, spacious

quáy trách to reproach, rebuke

quÆn qu¤n to spin

quân li?nh quân lính army, soldiers

quây xa to be far

quén quen to be acquainted, to be used to

quèn (Cl. baß) váy skirt

quê quän quê quán native village

sá c½n gust, classifier for wind l¥m

sá l²i mistake

sá xoá to erase, cross out

sá ph¥y b° hóng soot

sá chúng polite plural for pronouns

sa s¡p almost, about to

sa thâng s¡p t¾i about to arrive

sa tìm to look for, search

sà chè tea

sÕ ng¸ch mischievous

sài m®t tired

sãi ðßþc all right, acceptable

sãi lî th½? dài to sigh

sam höi to ask, ask for (someone)

säm bÕo, giöi to be daring, bold, skilful

san gian deceitful

san dan to hold out (hands)

sàn (Cl. ån) ðîa plate, dish

sàn (=slàn) (Cl. ån) giß¶ng bed

sáng (Cl. ån) spinning top

säng bên cÕnh to be neighbouring

sÕng (=chÕng) (Cl. tua) voi elephant
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sáo h²n, láo insolent, impolite

sáo gi¤y bän crepe (paper)

sao (Cl. tua) d®n spider

sát smear

sáu cùng with, together

sáu xóc to shake

säß g¥n to be near

sáy trÑng egg

säy c¥n phäi, nên to need to, ought to, need

sày cha v¾i nhau together

sày sìn xong finished

s¡c Ñc to sob

sÆm thím father's younger brother's wife

sÆm sØa s¡m sØa to get ready, prepare

sån cha thân gia, thông gia parents of son-in-law, parents of
daughter-in-law, grandparents on each
side

sån sích thân thích intimate

sång giam to be imprisoned, confined

s¡p lúc one time, instant

s¡t vo to wash rice

sâ?m sà ð°ng la cymbals

sân sö to pierce (ears)

sâ?n ðâ?y to push

sâng (Cl. ån) gi¥n winnowing basket

sâng bang sàng sieve

sâng là gi¥n cám winnowing basket

sâ?u x¤u to be bad, ugly

sâ?u h¯ x¤u h± to be ashamed

s¥u sþ to fear

s¤y xây to build, lay (bricks)

sé may lucky

se chuy¬n chuy¬n to change
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s¨ ngâm to soak

sen nâ?y bay gi¶ now (in time)

sèn (=chèn) ti«n money

sëp xép to fold

sí nghe to hear

sích (Cl. l¢m) thß¾c ruler, metre

siªc xé to tear up

si®c dây string

siên ngàn thousand

sìm (=chìm) nªm to taste

si?nh m¶i to invite

sình tß¶ng ð¤t earth wall

sînh tinh nothing but

so xin to beg

so t¥u b¡t ð¥u to begin

so m°ng day of the month

s÷c (Cl. tua) hiêu kind of deer

sõi (=chõi) sØa, giúp to mend, repair, help

song cùng together

sòng (Cl. ån) bàn table

s¯c chú uncle, father's younger brother, you (to
young man)

sông (Cl. hua) hành onion

sông hao (Cl. p'y¡c) hoa cäi cúc cauliflower

s±ng (Cl. baß) váy skirt

s±ng s¯ng to be alive

s°ng hÕ s¡p sØa to be about to

su (Cl. ån) tai ear

súc buµc to tie up

søc chøc ten

súng (Cl. ån) l°ng cage for a bird

süng (Cl. ån) súng gun
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sùng lùng (Cl. mÕc) cây giáo spear

suµc chuµc to redeem, buy back, bring up spirit
from the dead

su²i (=chu²i) lau to wipe

sß úc to hiccup

sñ ð«u to be equal, even, regular

sæ (Cl. ån) chæ word, letter

sæ (=chæ) phäi to be right, correct, yes

sßng nói to say

sßþc lªch (Cl. l¢m) giây sát fetter, iron band

sÑp ngØi to smell

sñt sÑt to have a patch rubbed off

sla (=sloa) phäi right side

slai (Cl. tèo) dây buµc áo ribbon

slai h÷ng throat

slai cò cu¯ng h÷ng throat

slai trßa noon

slài healthy, well, good (?)

slÕi ngoa to be venomous

slam ba three

slán (pây) khác (ði) to go (their) separate ways

slan ðan to weave

slan (Cl. mu¯i) gÕo seed rice

slàn (=sàn) (Cl. ån) giß¶ng bed

släng d¤y to wriggle, twist, turn

sláo giàu thong thä to act leisurely

sláo sláo giàu giàu thong thä to act leisurely

sláo ví to be ceremonially cleansed

slao (Cl. løc) con gái, ch¸ girl, daughter

slào dÕo, lúc time

sláp (Cl. tua) rán cockroach

slÕu g§t to nod
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slaß sÕch, trông clean, clear

sláy nhö, bé to be small

slày ðßþc to be possible, acceptable

sl¡c mµt . . . nào a single, any, one more

sl¡c my£c s£c to choke because one has swallowed the
wrong way

sl£c to bleach

slÆm bâ?n to be dirty

sl¡n run to tremble

slån h¡t sì to squeeze

sl¡ng g½?i, l¶i, bäo to send a message, order

sl¡ng xì to blow (nose)

sl¤c gi£c war

sl¤c (Cl. p'õ) warrior

slâ?m chua to be sour

slân (Cl. ån) sân yard, courtyard

slâ?n th½? to breathe

slâ?n tin gót chân heel

sl¥n th§t thà genuine, good

slâu (Cl. l¢m) cµt post

slâ?y (Cl. tèo) ruµt intestines

slâ?y qua ðµng lòng thß½ng xót to be moved with compassion

sle ð¬, ðñng to let, keep, allow

slém thèm to crave

sleng trông, s¯ng male

slëo mÕng to darn

slí b¯n four

slí cóc vuông square

slí cóc phÕ b¯n góc gi¶i the four corners of heaven, all around

sli? mu¯n to want

slì khi, ðang time, continuous

slì phÕ bøng gi¶i the heavens
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slì tàß bao gi¶ when?

sliªt tiªc to regret

sliªu (Cl. mÕc) ðøc to chisel, a chisel

sliêu quay roasted on a spit

sli¬u thiªu lowly, lacking, small

sli¬u slim coi ch×ng beware, pay attention

slim heart (figurative)

slim tàu (Cl. ån) quä tim heart (literal)

slín tin to believe

slín t÷ng ðÑc tin faith

sli?nh sláo ti?nh táo to be wide awake, alert

sli?nh gié stay awake

slíp mß¶i ten

slíy (=slút) (Cl. p'én) màn mosquito net

sloa (=sla) phäi right side

slói vøn crumbs, debris

slói slé fragments, tiny pieces

slon h÷c, dÕy to study, teach

slon cÕ dÕy to teach

slong hai two

slót (Cl. ån) møn pimple

slót mét cu¯i cùng last

sl¯ng (=l¯ng) ðßa to cause

sl¶ th¶ to worship

sl¶ p'ßþng th¶ phßþng to worship

slu thu to collect (taxes)

slû thua to lose

slua thua to lose (game, suit, fight)

slúc chín ripe, cooked

sløc thuµc to rely on

slún tính lÕi to take stock, reckon up, plan to

slún mînh (Cl. p'õ) th¥y b¯i soothsayer
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slung cao high, tall

slu±m phòng room

slu¯n (Cl. hua) töi garlic

sluôn vß¶n garden

slút (=slÑt) (Cl. p'én) màn mosquito net

slÑ thØ to try, test

slÑ d÷a båt nÕt to bully

slß (Cl. sæ) chæ word, character (Chinese)

slß (Cl. baß) thß letter

slæ slæ (of eyes) half shut

slñ (=giñ) mua to buy

slßa (Cl. tua) hùa tiger

slØa (Cl. baß) áo coat, garment, dress

slß¾ng änh appearance, image, picture

slß½ng (=lß½ng) màu vàng yellow, pale

slß½?ng mu¯n to want, desire, tend to

slß¶ng (=lß¶ng) mát to be cool

slÑng ð©p to be pretty

slÑt (=slút) (Cl. p'én) màn mosquito net

tä l¸ coi xem to see, look at

tà final particle

tái ðón to greet, go to bring

tai ngoÕi maternal side of the family

täi ðßa to lead

täi nghé ðang to be pregnant

tài . . . tài . . . càng . . . càng . . . every . . . more and more . . .,
the . . .er the . . .er

tam ð¯t to burn, light

tan ðµc only, alone

tan thân mµt mình oneself, alone

tan g£t to harvest

tan nà g£t lúa to harvest rice
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táng khác to be different, to do something oneself

tàng (Cl. l¢m, tèo) ðß¶ng, vi®c road, way, task

tàng biªt to know

tàng hoang to be illegitimate

táo rû to rinse

täo ð¯c to supervise, manage

täo ngòi to inspect something, to peep

tào ðào to dig

tào (Cl. mác) ðào peach

táu phüi to dust, brish off

taß (Cl. ån) s©o scar

täß dß¾i underside

tàß nào, ðâu where?, what?, anywhere

täy ch¸u to bear, endure

täy khö ch¸u khó to endure difficulty

t¡c gãy to be broken, snapped

t¡c múc, rót to draw water, pour out

t¡m tháp to be short of stature, low

t¡m d®t to weave

t¡m húc máy d®t, d®t loom, to weave

tåm ðåm to pound

tån ngu to be foolish

t¡ng (Cl. ån) ghª chair, stool

t¡ng ðón to greet, to go to bring (especially wife)

tÆng dñng, ngß¾c to stand on end (hair), to turn (head,
face) upward

tÆng ðón, ðßa, ðþi to welcome, wait, greet (bride)

t¢ng cùng together with

tÇng bu±i half of the day

tÇng pài bu±i chi«u afternoon, evening

t¡p gan liver

t¡p lãng (Cl. tua) rái otter
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t£t ð£t to place, deposit

t£t sle ð¬ to place

t£t l°ng ð¬ xu¯ng to put something down

t£t khi?n ð¬ lên to put something up

t§c ðñc to be male (used for all animals except
chickens)

t¤m ð± to fall over

tâm (=tim) ð¥y to be full

tâm (Cl. thî) ð¤t earth, ground

tâ?m luµc to cook, boil

t¥m ðµng to move

t¥m t¥ng t¥m töng sound of heartbeat

tâ?n ng¡n to be short

t§n mØa to vomit

tâng (=tinh) (Cl. ån) ðèn lamp, light

t¥ng (=tèng) trên to be on, above

t§p ð§p to beat, kick

t§p slóc khuÖu tay elbow

t¤u (Cl. tua) rùa tortoise

tâ?u (Cl. ån) bí, b¥u pumpkin, squash, gourd, gourd-shaped
bottle

t¥u ð¥u start, first born, beginning

t¥u t¥u ð¥u at the beginning

te là to be

të chÕy to flow, run

tè m¨ ðàn bà woman

tém ngó to move

tëm th¡p to light

tèn n«n foundation

téng cúng to offer sacrifices

téng bçy, câu to trap, to fish with rod and line

téng póng ðánh bçy to catch in a snare

teng (Cl. l¢m) ðinh nail
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tàng (=t¥ng) trên on top of

tèng ðâm to stab, pierce

t©ng ð¤m to punch, hit with the fist

tët tªt festival, holiday

t¸a cõng to carry pick-a-back

tích (Cl. ån) gi÷t drop (of liquid)

tiêm v¢n ngày ðó that day

ti¬ng tiªng language, fame, reputation, voice

tiªu cheo to hang up

tim (=tâm) ð¥y to be full

ti?m (Cl. ån) n¯t, vªt spot, mark, stain, blot

ti?m tím purple

tín ðÑng, c¤t to stnd, build

tín gi°ng ðÑng d§y, d®y to stand up, wake up

tin g¤u hem

tính guitar, musical instrument used by
woman necromancer (m¨ then)

tính chang ½? giæa in between

tinh (=tâng) (Cl. ån) ðèn lamp, light

tó (Cl. tua) ong quân bumblebee

tó t¾i, ðªn to come, arrive

tó pác th¥m to whisper

tó to collect (e.g. rainwater)

to ðñng to contain, put inside

to ðo to measure

tò nhßng, và but, yet, and

tò hái, l¤y to pluck, pick, cut, collect (wood,
flowers, fruit, rainwater, leaves)

t÷ b¢ng to be equal, like

t÷ nâ?y b¢ng này thus

tõ nhau each other

tõ . . . cån to . . . each other

tõ cáp chung nhau together
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tõ p'e giáp nhau twin

tõ t¯i thay ð±i to change

tóc qu¤n to put a kerchief or turban on the head

tóc ðóng to hammer

t÷c ð÷c to read

tói ð¯i pair

tói nä trß¾c m£t in front of (a person)

tón bæa meal

ton thiªn castrated, (of chicken) capon

t÷n d÷n to set, prepare

tong lá leaf, classifier for shoulder

töng nhÑc to ache (tooth)

töng ðút to stub (toe) into the ground

tòng (Cl. mÕy) dâm tree which gives a resinous balm

tòng ð°ng copper

t÷ng (Cl. ån) bøng stomach

t÷ng giác ðói bøng, ðói kém hunger, famine

tót bu¯t to be ice-cold

tót ð¯t to sting

tót ch÷i m² to fight, peck

t¯c m¤t, r½i to lose, fall

t¯c lång v« sau afterwards

tµi ðµi to carry on the head

t±m luµc to boil (food)

t±ng ð¯ng classifier for heap, fire, house

t°ng gi¯ng similar to, like

tþ ðÞ to improve

tú cûng also

tu (Cl. ån) cØa door

tu giß¶n nhà, gia ðình house, family

tu táng cØa s± window

tua con classifier for animals and people

Note: Th± low level '�' is represented here as 'ã' 51



túm tác ð± xu¯ng to fall down

tñ t× from

tÑc ðánh, ðánh cá to catch fish, fight

tÑc au v° to spring upon

tha (Cl. ån) m¡t eye

tha nä m£t mûi face, countenance, honour

tha pu ankle

tha sâng hole in the weave of a basket

tha v¢n m£t gi¶i sun

thã (Cl. ån) sông river

thác ph½i to dry in the sun or wind

thÕc (Cl. tua) v¡t jungle leech

thai chªt to be dead, die

thai ðäng to die of cold

thai giã chªt d¸ch to die in an epidemic

thãi thÑ sort, kind

thám tham to desire, covet

thám ái tham to covet

thán than charcoal

than phÕi than th½? to lament, mourn

thäo tháo to dismantle

thäo l¸ biªt ð«u to act in a right way

tháy (Cl. mÕc) con dao cÕo razor, to shave

tháy mûm cÕo râu to shave whiskers

thày nhß thª like it, like that, thus

th¡c nån to be worried

th¡p tìm th¤y, tìm to find, seek

thâm m¤t, l² to lose (in business)

thâng ðªn, t¾i to come, arrive

thâng lúc cho ðªn until

th¤p (=th¡p) tìm to look for
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th¤t ð¡ng nß¾c gio ash water, made by pouring water over
ash several times

th¤u sãn to hunt

th¤u nh² to spit

thâ?u nµi to be on the father's side

thâ?u thâ?u ¤m ¤m to be lukewarm

th¥u gio ash

th¥u ph¥u ð§u phø soybean curds

thây c¥y to plough

thây (Cl. tua) trâu bò ploughing animals (buffalo and oxen)

th¥y näi cloth bag

th¥y nhä th¥y thu¯c physician, doctor

thçy khâ?u (Cl. ån) b¡p chân calf of the leg

thè lÕi, ð¬ to put, again

théc vÞ to smash

th¨ nâ?y thª n¥y like this

theo dây string

theo lßþt gân vein

thèo (=s±ng) s¯ng to be alive

th¨o lÕi again

th©p ðu±i to run after, drive away, expel, dismiss

th©p v¾i along with

th©p cån v¾i nhau together

thí tÑc to be stifled, airtight

thî (Cl. ån) n½i, ch² place

thî giã thiên hÕ the whole world

thî phuông xÑ district, country, area

thî tâm ch² ð¤t plot of ground

thi®n hÕ thiên hÕ the whole world

thiªu nhäy to jump, dance

thiêu ðiêu to hit one stick with the other in game of
khång

thi?nh ðó that
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thình màu, hÕng colour, kind

thînh nghe to listen, hear, suffer, receive

thînh c¢m vâng l¶i to obey

thînh giú be quiet!, listen!

thó th± ð¸a ground, earth

tho keo, rút to pull, pull out (thread)

thò (Cl. ån) v¤n ð« matter

thóc ð± to fall over

th÷c ðµc to be poisonous

thói (=tói) ð±i, lÕi to do or be again, to resumse, to change

thöi lu§t (Cl. ån) own particular law

thòi ðòi maid, servant

thõi on

thõi tàng d÷c ðß¶ng on the path

thom to set aside, save (money)

th÷t thä to cast (net)

Th± Th± Tho language, people

thÞi (Cl. ån) ð¶i life, generation, time

thÞi hÕn th¶i hÕn limited period

thÞi thÞi ð¶i ð¶i for ever

thú (Cl. tói, kha) ðûa chopsticks

thúa (Cl. mu¯i) ð², ð§u bean

thúa ð§u lun ð² nun string beans with white beans inside

thúa my¢m ð§u ðûa chopstick beans

thúa tâm ð² lÕc peanuts

thüi (Cl. ån) bát cup, eating bowl

thûng dµng to move

thu±n xong, hªt to be all, finished

thúc l¥m b¸ cäm to have a cold

thúc phäi to have to

thß c¥m to hold, catch

thß cháy to burn
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thßng ðè to press down

thß½ng ðß¶ng sugar

thß½ng ðiªp thß½ng yêu to love

ú cø term of address to old man, sir

ú exclamation

Ñc tÑc to be angry

Ñn thÑ khác other, the other

vã v§n luck, destiny, fate

vã nói to say

vai vé chia xë to share

vài hàm jaw, molar (tooth)

vài (Cl. tua) trâu buffalo

vãi höng broken, spoiled

ván r¡c to sprinkle

van ng÷t to be sweet

váng r²i free time

vát to claw (as a tiger)

väy chäu, väy chäu ch¥n to wind a cloth round the hair and wind
the tube of hair round the head

v£c vçy to wave (the hand)

v¢m ðøc to be turbid, muddy (water)

v£n câm to be dumb

v¢n ngày day, period, time

v¢n ngòa hôm qua yesterday

v¢n p'yøc ngày mai tomorrow

v¢n seng sinh nh§t birthday

v¢n v¢n ngày nào every day

vÇn khói smoke

vÆng v¡ng to be deserted

v¢ng (=ò) th¢ng lad

vçn thay to change (clothes, a purchase)

v§t (Cl. tua) thú quadruped, animal
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vé chÑ final particle

ve (Cl. co, ån) mß¾p zucchini, Italian squash

vè phía, ð¢ng side, direction

vè nä s¡p t¾i about to come

vèo kêu to cry out

vét (Cl. ån) môi soup ladle

ví uª tÕp unclean (ceremonially)

ví vác uª tÕp unclean (ceremonially)

vi (Cl. ån) lßþc, näi comb, hand of bananas

vi¬t viªt to write

vít vÑt to throw away, reject

vìu b½i to swim

vò fancy!

v½i ½i hey!

ý u child's word for mother, mummy

Ö nhö, ít small, little

y¬u yªu weak

Note: Th± low level '�' is represented here as 'ã' 56


